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9.1K, 
NZ Our. Noble by Conſtant 
|. Kindneſs to Mr. Baxter 
Living , aud your Honourable 
Retr to him Dead, have in- 
duced me to inſcribe the follow- 
ins Memorial of him to your 
Name. He was moſt worthy 
of your higheſt Efteem and Lave, 
for the. firſt Impreſſions of Flea- 
ver . #pon yaur Soul, were in 
Reading his wivalued Book of 
the, Saings Everlaſting Reſt. 
This kindled 4 mutual "feelin 
in aur Breaſts : his Love wes 
EN Di- 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Diredting, Counſelling, and Ex; 
citing you to ſecure your Future 
Happineſs: your Love was Ob- 

ſervant, Gratefull, and Beneft- 
cent to him. The Sincerity and 
Generoſi ty of your Friendſhip; as 
very" evident, in your appearing 
and ftanding 'h him, when he was 
Jo roughly andunrighteoufly hand. 
ted,- by one, who was the diſho- 
nour of- this" Ages Law ; whoſe 
Deportment in a high Mace of 
Judicature, was ſo contrary to 
Wiſdom, Humanity, and Juſtice, 
that. there need no foul words to 
make his Name odious. Of this 
and your other Favours Mr. Bax- 
cer retain d @ 'dear and laſt 4 


Senſe ; and'in his dying hours 
declared, that: | by had been. the 


bf 
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__ 


beſt friend he ever had. He has 
finiſhed: his Courſe, and recei- 
ved his Crown: Hi Name 
will ſhine longer than his Enemies 
ſhall bark. | 
T cannot omit the mentioning, 

that Mr. Boyle and'Mr. Baxter, 
thoſe tnicomparable Perſons i in their 
ſeveral Studies, and dear Friends, 
died-within: a ſhort ſpace of | one 
another. Mr. Boyle was enga- 
ved in" the Contemplation of the 
Deſign -and Architefture” of the 
Viſible: World, and made rare af- 
coveries in the ſyſtem of Nature: 
not- for Curiofity' and barren Spe 
culation; but to-adnire and. | 
the Perfettions of the Deity in h 
F/ arity, Order, Beauty, and mar- 
Pollajs Artifice of the. Creatures 
Bo A'3 that. 
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that compoſe this great Univerſe. 
Ms. Baxter was conver ſons iy tbe 
enwifible World : his Ming! was 
conſtantly applied to underſtand. 
the harmonious Agreement. vf.the, 
Divine Attributes-in the Qeconomy 
of 9ur Salvation, - nd to reſtare 
Mex. to the Favour and Image of 
= They are naw admitted inta 
the, nghtned and purified Society 
above : whore the immen/e Ke 
luymes\ of the Divine Wiſdom are 
lgid open, and by one tlance of an 
Ns they difcover more” gerfeFt- 
ly. the Glorious and Wonderfull 
Works of - God. in Hegven' and 
Fartb, than the muſt diligent In- 
giirers £4 da bere, in 4 thouſand 
years Study. though they, bad. the 
vhs of, Solomon. | By the 
| ji Light 
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Light. of Glory, they ſee the face 
of. God, and are fatished with 
his hkenels for ever. :; *; 
"Tis a high honour to you, that 
Ms. Boyle and Mr.Baxter ſhould 
by their Laſt Will nominate au 
amongſt their Executors. It 
was the Saying of a Wiſe Roman, 
Malo divi Auguſti judiciumm, 
quam beneficiurn. 7 had re- 
ther bave the Ejleem of the Em- 
perour Auguſtus than his Gifts : 
for he. was an underſtanding 
Prince, and his Eſteem was Very 
Flonourable to a Perſon. - That 
two who ſo excelld in Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, ſhould commit to 
your [Truſt the diſpoſal of their 
Eſtates for the Uſes of Piety and 
Charity, is & more noble Teſti- 


mony 
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mony of their Eſteem of your Pro 
dence and inviolable Integrity,than 
if they had bequeathed” to | Jon 
rich Legacies. | 

Jt is a ſatisfaFtion tome, that 
x have complied "with My. Bax:- 
ter's deſire in Preathing bis Fa- 
neral-Sermon,": and with yours 1 
« Publiſhing 4."_T ſhall unfeigne 
-b recommend Tour felf, your & 
cellent | Lady,” -and vertuous Chil- 
: dren, to the Divine Mercies*" and 
"remain, with Seat Repett,. 


SIR; 


A. Es fumble MY 


T4 +4 


bes oy 0 | faichfull Servant, .. 


* Wil an Bate 
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SERMON 

| | On the DEATH of 2 

\ Mr. Richard Baxter. 
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; Luke 23. 46: 

And when Jeſus had cried with a- 
lod Voice, he ſaid, Father, into 
thy Hands I commend my Spirit. 


HE Words are the Prayer of 
our Bleſſed Saviour 1n the -"Y 
Extremity of his Paſſion. _. - 
His unrighteous and implacableB' 5} 
nemies had naild his Body to tht _ * 
Croſs, but they had no power over 
His Spirit, thae was ready to take its 
flight to the hs of Life 


© 
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Immortality. This daying Prayer 


of Chriſt is a Pattern for fincere 


Chriſtians: He has inveſted them 
with the Relation of Children-of 
God; and authotiſes them by his 
Example, to commend their depart- 
ing Spirits to his powerful Love. 
The Obſervation 1 ſhall enfal and 
apply, is this: 


Ts the Priviledg of dying S aints, 
to covemend their Spirits into the 
. Hands of their ' Heavenly F ather. 


' - Indifcourſing of this F (half, 
.*. FE Confider the Foundation of 
this Priviledg., 
IE Shew: what a bleſfied Privi- 
{Jedg this is, | 
| AM. Apply 1 it, = 
 E Fhe Foundation of this'P Privt- 


led] is robe confider'd,” Fhis wþuiſt | 


two things; 
2\'The Return of Cod: wo th 
—_ 3 FIRE 
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Lord of the lower World. But iti a 


'From- hence it is, the Angels are-: 


h& eldeſt Off privig of. his Powe: 


PHtdbett itt the feaſoriable Natdre By 
Fe $17 B z the 


Mr: Richard: Baxter. | | 3 


2. His PerfeQions joined with 
that Relation, 4b 2621 
z. The Relation of God to the 
Saints. The Title of Father is gpon 
feveral Accounts attributed to Gad. 
(1.) He is a Father by Creation: 
.O Lord, thon art our Father : we ave 16%. 64 © 
the Clay, thou art the Potter, tve ate 
the Work of thine Hands. He forthed 
Man's Body intoa Majeſtick Figure; 


becoming his original State, being 


peculiar manner he'is ſtied the Fa- 
they of Spirits : they have a neaf Al- 
tiancey and Reſemblaiice of the Fg- | 
-ther of -Lights; iri their intelleQaaf -* £2 

Powers; arid their immortal Natate. - | 


called the Sons of God + They are Joli® 


Adama has the. Title of 'the So# df rake 4; | 
God, | Atid ſince: the Fall, Mer are ; 
called God's Offspring, There is ti 

ndetibleCharaRter: of Digniey:ef 


"if 
Vis 
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the Hand of God. +But fince Man 

turn'd Rebel to his Creator and Fa- 

ther, this endearing obliging Rela- 

tion aggravates his Rebellion, but 

gives him no Intereſt in the Pater- 

[nal Love of God, of which he has 
- made -a deadly Forfeiture. "Tis 
threatned againſt ignorant perverſe 
Sinners, He that made them, will not 
ſave there. 

(2.) Upon the account of exter- 
-Nal Calling and Profefſion, there is 
an intercurrent Relation of Father 

and Sons between God and his Peo- 
ple. Thus the Poſterity of Sethare 
called the Sons of God + and the en- 
tire Nation of the Jews are ſo ſti- 
led 5. Wher: Iſrael was young,” Þ called 
my Sor: out of Egypt. And all that 


.  -. the holy Covenant, and ' pzoſeſs 
Chriſtianity, in this general Senſe 
"may be called: the Children of God, 

_. Put'tis not the outward Dedication 
that entitles Men to a faving _ 


ASHE” A. ARS? 4208 5-4 ___ 


have received Baptiſm, the Seal of *' 
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Mr. Richard Baxter. 


reſt in God, unleſs they liye accor-. 
_ ding to that Dedication. There are 

baptized Iafidels, as well as unbap- 

tized. How many every day fall. 

as deep as Hell, whoſe hopes were 

high, on the account of their exter= 
nal Chriſtianity. | 


, more excellent Account, by Reno- 
: vation and Adoption. The natural 


Man is what St. Pax faith of the vo- - 


luptuous Widow, dead. while he lives. 
There is not only a Ceflation of ſpi- 
ritual Acts, but an utter incapacity 
to perform them : he cannot obey 
nor enjoy God. Now the renewing, 


of Man is called a Regeneration. . 
Our Saviour tells Nicodemws, Verily + 


* | .T ſay wnto you, Unleſs a Man be born 
againg . be cannot enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, The reaſon of the 
Efpreſliag is, becauſe there is a 


venly,communicated, different from 
the carnal, polluted and earthly Na- 
bo 0 B 3 ture, 


(3.) God is our Father upon a 
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new Nature, ſpiritual, holy and hea- 
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ture, derived from the firſt Adane. 
And as the R&lation of a Father re- 


I| tht begt he ws, with the Word of Trith. 
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founded in our Union with him. 


. For his. fake we are not only -par- 


: Mr. Richard Baxter. 


.  Weate alſo the Children of God 
by Adoption. - This heavenly Pri- 
viledg is. obtained for us by the me- 
ritorious Sufferings of Chriſt; and is 


God ſertt his Son, that he might redeem Gal: 4: 
them that were under the Law, that they 


avight receive the Adoption of Sons. 


doned, but preferrd to this Heaven- 
ly Dignity. 'Tis worthy of Obſer- 
vation, that the Degrees of our 
Redemption mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, have annex to them paralld 

tees of our Adoption. .: " Thus 
when 'tis ſaid, We are redeemed from 
the Curſe of the Lew, 'tisadded, Thet 
we might receive the Adoption of Sores. 
When 'tis ſaid, We are freed fro the 
ſervile Spirit of the Law, it follows, 
We have received the Spirit of Adop Rom.8.1$ 
tier, whereby we cry, Abba, Fatber, 
And the Apoſtle tells' us, That the 
Redemption of our Bodies from the.. .: ++ 
Wwaoeey of ts inte the glotir 
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riows Liberty of the Sons of God, is our 
Adoption, that is the-manifeſtation 
of it before all the World. 

Our Adoption is founded-in our 
Union with Chriſt. A Member of 
Chriſt, and a Son of God are the 

Wd ſame: 'Tis therefore ſaid, As:waxy 
I Joh. x. 12, © received bins, fo them gave he Pow- 
tl | er, or Privilege, to become the Sons + 
{ of God, even to them that believe on 
Wt Gal 3- 6 bis Name. And ye are'all the Sons. 
"': of God, by Faith in Teſus Chriſt. This 
1s the vital Band of our Union with 
Chriſt, and inveſts us with his Rela- 
J tion to God, When he was'to leave 
W + the World, he ſends this comforta- 
Wt Joh-20.17-ble Meſſage to his Diſciples 3 Go,tell 
4.18 my Brethren, I aſcend to my Pather 
and your Father, to ny God and your 
God. His Relation has the prece- 
dence in Order, Dignity and Cauſa- 

8. 3.lity. He is God's own Son, ina ſenſe 
infinitely bigh and proper te him- 
Flcb. 1. 5-ſelf:; To which of the Angels ſaid he 
4 any time, Thou art my Sor, _ | 
| | ave 


' | and God by Diſpenſation 5 bes 
-* and our Pather by Adoption. 
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Mr. Richard Baxter. 9g 


have I begotten thee The ſublimeſt 

Prophet breaks forth with Wonder, 

Who ſhall declare bis Generation 2 1 53+ 

'Tis above our Capacity and Con- 

ception. It becomes us toacquieſce 

in what the Scripture reveals. He 

is the eternal Word and Wiſdomof 

God, the Brightneſs of his Father's eb. 3; 

Glory. - This is the moſt fit Compa- 

_ riſon+ for as Light is produQtive of 
Light without any diminution ; ſo 

the Eternal Father communicated 

his Eflence to - the Son. In ſhort, 

God is Chriſt's Father by Nature, 


| our God-as the Author of Nature, 


| BeforeI proceed, -it 1s fit toob- 
; ſerve the Excellence of the Evan- 
/ gelical Adoption above the Civil 
| Adoption among Men.  _ 

(1:) Adoption is a Tegal Act in 
imitation'of Nature, for the Com- 
fort of thoſe who are without Chil- 
dren, But God had a Son, = 
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{2.) Civil Adoption conveys no 
Praiſe-worthy Qualieies wato the 
Perſon that. is adopted. A King - 
may adopt one to be his $0n, 88d 
the Heir-of his Kingdom, but 'can» 
not endow him with: a Royalty of 
Spirit, with ruling Wiſdom, with 
Juſtice and Equity, Clemency. and 
Bounty, with - Magnanimity: and 
Fortitude, that may qualify hiin to 
manage the Scepter. The adopted 
Prince may be of a low ſordid Dil 
poſition, ' a Slave to his vile Luſts, 
and defigning to enſlave others, 


! But. all-the adopted Sons of God 


are divinely renewed 3 they - are 


; pn from defiling and debating 
| Luſts, and are adorn'd with all the 


{ Graces of the Spirit, that God #s 


med to be called their God m 


| #0t' 4 
| and Father, nor Chrifs aſhamed to Heb. 2. 


tall them Brethren. ' Now from this 
ſpecial -Relation and. Intereſt of 
Godin the Saints, :. there is a fare 
Foundation of. their Truſt 10 big 

, ſaving 
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pO ITS 


ſaving - Mercy. David addrefles 

bimſelf to God forhis preſervation | 
Plal. 119. from imminent Danger, 1 a» thine, 
ave ome: As if his miſcarrying 
would be a Loſs to God, who had j 
ſo dear a Propriety in him. 


_ 
ues Lair". Abs 16 HE  ———_—_ _ 


I come now to the ſecond thipg | 
that encourages the praying Faith | 
of the Saints when they leavethe| 
World, to commend their Souls to | 
him, His PerfeQions joined - with | 
his Relation : His Love inclines; ! 
bis Truth engages, and his Power } 
enables him to bring them ſafely to | 
Heaven. .._ FED <| 
It - IT. Ris Love. This 1s the brigh- 

teſt Ray of the Deity, the firſt and 

cleareft Notion we have of God. 

St. Joby: tells us, God 7s Love. . His 
.: Love-cannot be fully expreſs'd by 

. the deareſt Relations and -AﬀeQti- 
ons 'in Nature.: The Relation of 
Parents, as 'tis moſt, deeply im- 
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| the moſt cordial, ſtrong and. =—_ 


der Aﬀecion. But as God is 1n- 


| finitely greater. and better than 


earthly Parents z ſo he equally ex- 


} cels them, as in his Abilities, ſo 
in his good Will to his Children. 


'# Our Saviour dire&s us, Gall no 
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| Man Father upon Earth, for one is 
i your Father, which is in Heaven : 
| The Title and Love of a Father is 


peculiar to him. Our Saviour ar- 


| gues, If you that are evil, know how 
| to give good things to your Children, 
| bow much more ſhall your heavenly 
| Father to thoſe that ack, him? The 
| Inference is ſtrong, not only from 
+ | the Divine Authority of the Speak- 


er, but from the native Perſpicut- 
ty of the Things: for the Love 
of an earthly Father is but an 
Infufion into his Breaſt from the 
heavenly Father, and but'a faint 
reſemblance of his Love. The 
Love of a Mother is more tender 
and endearing than of a ah : 
WES ven 
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-Even + fearful Hen will fly upot ; 


Death, to preſerve its tender Brood 
from the Devourer': Yet the Love 
of God to his Children far exceh 


it. Can a Womar: forget her ſucking! 


Child ? What Heart, what Marbleſ| 


is it Her -Breaſt fo incompaſſionate 


and unrelenting, as to negleQ herſ 

helplefs Infant ? She weay, but, faith] 
God, I will never forges thee. 'Thej 
Seraphims, thoſe bright arid unpe-| 


*iſhitg Flames, are but faint and! 


cold, - in compariſon of God's Love! 


to his Children, 


Tis obfeevable how the Love « ; 


God to thetn exprefles it felf in all} 
the Notions of Propriety and Pre; 


_ ciouſfneſs, to make it more ſenſible 
 . Exod. 19.to us. They ate tiled his Tredſurd, 
Mal. 3. bis Fewels, the moſt precious- part} 


Crown, that are the richeft Jewels 
Now will he throw away is Tres 


fare, ' or ſuffer the crucl Enerty eo] * 
tob him of his Jewels ? Will honot 


tal 
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| take them into his' ſafe Cuſtody ? 
dj "Tis to be obſerved; that the Efteern 
and Afﬀedion of God principally 
reſpects the Souls of his Children : 
Their Souls have an original AE 
le finity with him in their Subftatce 
as Spirits : and being bor 4 web- 
| vhe Spirit, they are Spirit in the 
| Divme Quatities and Endowntenrs; 
{ and riore endear'd to him tharr by 
| their firft Alliance. His tender 
1d] Careto preſerve them, will be cor- 
et reſpondent to his Valuation and 
| Love oy 
f{ Moreover, the Condition of de-. 
uy parting Souls affords anorher At- 
; | eat reliance upon his Love} 
JW they kave this 'viſible Warkd; 
with -afl their- Supports and Com- 
| forts; they are firipp'd of all ſenfis 
ble Securitics: And will he leave 
them fatherle(s in ſuch a fortornand 
deſolate Stare * "His Love is, ex- 
| preſed by Mercy, Cornpaffion, Pi- 
ot ty; - melting ' AﬀeRions, that are 
& Whit, 
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moſt tenderly moved when the be- | 
loved Object is in Diſtreſs.. : Our F 
Saviour: propounds an Argument- | 
for dependance upon the deliver- | 
ing Love of God, from the 'Exi- | 
gence of his People 3 Shall not God | 
deliver his own Ele, the Deſignati- | 
- on of Love, who cry day and night to ; 
hin 2 He will do, it. ſpeedily. Love | 


Is never more ardentand ative than 
in times of Diſtreſs. Therefore 
when his dying Children are de- 
prived of all their Hopes and De- 
pendance upon Creatures, and fly 
to him for Prote&ion and Relief, 


will he not hear their mournful Re- 7 


veſts, and grant their fainting De- 
? When their earthly Taber- 


nacles are (o ruinous, that they are # 


forcd to diſlodg, will the Love of a 


- Heavenly Father ſuffer their naked 


Souls to wander in the vaſt Regi- 
ons of the other World, ſeeking Reſt, 


and finding none? Certainly be will 
bring them into his reviving Pre- 


ſenee. 
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ſence. If Divine Love be ſo-con- 


deſcending; that the high ard lofty 


- ? One that inhabits Eternity,dwell s with 
the bumble and contrite Spirit, to re- 


vive the Spirit of the Himble, when 
they are confind to our lowly 
Earth; we may be afſur'd; when that 
Spirit ſhall be develted of Fleſh, he 
will bring it to. Heaven, the Tem- 
ple of his Glory, to be with him for 
ever. 'Tis greater Love fora King 


_ tolay aſide his State, and dwell in a 
mean Cottage with bis Favourne, 


than to receive him into his Palace; 
and communicate to him of his ri 
Abundance.. . *'Tis: another : moſt 
comfortable Confideration, that the 


Love of God is unvariable towards 


his:Children ; His Love is the foles - 


moving Cauſe of our filial Relation 
toihim : Of his own Will be begat us 
by the Word of Truth. His Soveraign 
free Love was the Principle of his e- 
leQing any to the Dignity of: being 
Is Children: This Love: is.as un- 
£2 'S changes 
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changeable as freez and EleQion 
that proceedsfrom it, is as unchange- 
able as his Love. What can induce 
him to. alter his AfﬀeQtion towards | 
them? For ſuch is the perfe&ion of | 
his Knowledg, that he can never be | 
ſurprized by a ſudden new Event, 
that may cauſe a change in his Mind 
and Will. He foreſaw all the Sins 
of his People, with their provoking 
Apggravations. Now if the forefight 
of them did not hinder his electing 
Love 1 its riſe, can they fruſtrate its 
end, the bringing of them to Glory ? 

Beſides, we may argue from what 
his Love has done for his Children, 
to what he will do: He has given 
his Son and Spirit to them, the: ſu+ 
reſt Signs of his Love, if we con(i- 
der the unvaluable Excellence. of | 
the Gifts, and the Delign of the 
Giver. | K3 

The Son of God is the moſt ex- 
cellent Gift of his Love, as unde- 
ſerved, as he was undefired : And 
FEA YM from 
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 from'hence the Apoſtle argues, He 
that geve bis Sor for us all, how much 
avore i:ypill he with . hizs give us all 
things £ Bleſſed God ! What richer 
Evidence, and more convineing 
Demonſtration can there be of thy 
-Love > Will be not with him give us 
-all thizggn £ The Inference 1s direCt 
and concluſive, wich reſpeCt to tem- 
poral'and-eternal. Things. He will 
give to his Children 1n the preſent 
World, whatever his Wiſdom, .in 
conjunGion withhis Love, ſeesgood 
for them. To Ulluſteate this by a low 
and familiar Inſtance 3 If a Mother 
beſtows upon her Daughter rich Je- 
wels for her Marriage-Ornaments, 
will ſhe deny her Pins to dreſs her ? 
And we may as ſtrongly argue, that 
with his Son he will give us eternal 
Blefings. Will he give us the Tree 
of Life, and not permit us to eat 
the Fruit of it? What was the de-> 
ſign of his Counſel and Compaſiion, 
in giving his Son to be a Sucrifice 
11 C 2 for 
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for us, but to reſtore us to his Fa- 
vour? The Apoſtle reaſons ſtrong- 
ly, If when we were Enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the Death of bis 
Sor, much more being recanoiled, we 
ſhall be ſaved by his Life. He has paid 
our Ranſom, 'and reversd the Sen- 
tence of Condemnation againſt us; 
and it 1nvincibly- follows,: he can 
more eaſily accompliſh our Happi- 
neſs in feaven. - If Love juſtify a 
Sinner, it will glorify a Saint. -_ 
And as the Gift of the Son; ſo the 
moſt precious Gift of the Spirit to 
God's Children, to make them holy 
and heavenly, is the moſt certain 
ign of his Love to them. The A- 
poſtlein the fulleſt expreſſion ſpeaks 
of it 5 God who ts rich in e/ercy, for 
bis great Love wherewith he has loved 
#s, even when we-were dead in Sins, 


-quickned ns togetber with Chriſt : By 


Grace je are ſaved, Sanification 1s 
the effect of rich Mercy, great Love, 
aid; fuving Grace, The Children 
14 i of 
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of . God are ſeal'd/by the Holy Spi- 


rit to the Day of Redemption : that 


Seal diſtinguiſhes them from the ob- 
ſtinate and polluted World, and ra- 
' tifies the conveyance of eterval Life 
| tothem.. The Spirit is ſtiled the Ear- 
zeſt of the Inheritance. His dwelling 
in the Saints by his ſanRifying and 
comforting Operations. is an-Ear- 
neſt of their dwelling with God- in 
bis Sanuary above. From hence 
the Apoſtle propounds a ſtrong Ar- 
gument to aſſure the Saints, upon 
their leaving this World, of. their 
reception into Heaven 3 Now he that 
bath wronght us for the ſelf- ſame thing, 
is God; and the Almighty always 


obtains his End : who hath alſo given 


us the earneſt of his Spirit. Holhnels 
is the Morning-Star of the 'great 
Day ; Grace is the Preparative and 
Aſſurance of Glory : For altho the 
Saints are in themſelves mutable, 
and while there remains Corrupti- 
.-on-within, and a tempting World 

| C 3 with- 
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without, are liable to falling away, 
yet the free and powerful Love of 
God that revived them when dead, 
will preſerve them living 3 that 
which raiſed them from the Grave, 
will prevent their relapſing itto tr, 
The Gifts of God are withont Reper- 
farce. How triumphantly does the 
Apoſtle expreſs his Confidence, 1ho 
fhall ſeparate us from the Love of God # 
Shall Tribalation, or Diſtreſ4, or Per- 


fecattion, or Fantine, or Nakethneſs, oY 


Peril; or Sword 2 Theſe are the molt 
powerful Terrors that the perverſe 
World, in combination with the 
Devil, can make uſe of to conftrain 
ns to deſert the Service of God ; 
but they are vain. ' Nay, #t all theſe 
things we are more than Conguerory, 
throngh him that loved n1 : For I am 


perſwaded, 1hit neither Death, nor 


Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, 
or Powers, nor Things AK Or 
Things 10 come, hor Height, or 
Depth, mor any other Creatnre, ſhaft 
ns 1+ url Eue ihe EF" 
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be. able to fe parate us ty the Love o of 
God, that is in Chriſt Jeſus our Loy 
This bleſſed Aſſurance of the Apo- 
ſtle, is not raisd from his extraor- 
dinary Privileges, not from the ap- 
parition of hpgels to him, nor his 
rapture to Paradiſe, . nor ſpecial Re- 
velations, but from the Love of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, that 
everlaſtingly embraces all his Chil- 
dren. Briefly, in that God has gi- 
ven his Son to die for us, and his 
Spirit to live in us, his Son to pur- 
chaſe and prepare Heaven for us, 
his Spirit to prepare us for Heaven, 
a dying Saint may with bleſſed. 
Tranquillity commend his Soul in- 
to God's Hands. - 

I have more' particularly conſi- 
! dered the Fatherly Love of God, a 
' what a'ſtrong Security it affords to 
his Children, that he will never 
Jeave them, in that no Point re- 
quires and deſerves more Conhr- 
mation, and weight of Argument 
C 4 - to 
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.to-preſs it down into our diltrufiful 
| Heartt. - TS | 
2. The Divine Truth affords a 
Krong Security to the Children of 
God, to commend their Souls to 
him at Jaſt; Trathgago Attribute 
as eflential and dear to God as any 
of his PerfeQions. "And in the Ac-. 
compliſhment of our Salvation, he 
ordered all things. becoming to his 
Wiſdom, that is for the illuſtration 
of all-his principal Attributes; .and 
accordingly defign'd the Glory of 
his Truth equally with the Honour | 
of his Mercy. Thus he declares to 
his choſen People, Know therefore 
that the Lord thy God, he is God, the 
faithful God, which keepeth Covenant 
aud Metcy, with them that loue him, | 
and keep bis Gommandments. | The | 
Attribute that is ſet next to the De- 
. ity,--as moſt ſacred, is the. faithful 
God; and that further expreſsd, 
keeping Covenant aud Mercy 5, for he 
delights m fulfilling his Promiſes, as - 
; ; - 20 


M5 


its performance from his Truth. This 
he magnifies both with reſpe&'to 


| lible, from his Fidelity : they are as jcr.z1.35. 
5 . unchangeable as the. Sun and Stars 


more ſtable than: the Centre 2. for 
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in the freeſt As of: Mercy. "The 
Pflmiſt breaks forth with the af 
feQionate Praiſes of theſe Attri- & 
butes, 1 will worſhip towards thy holy pa. 148.2 
Temple, and praiſe thy Name for thy 
loving ' Kindneſs and thy Truth : for 
thou haſt magnified thy Word above all 
thy Name. - His Word here immedi- 
ately ſignifies his Promiſe, that has 
Its rife from his loving Kindneſs,and 


ans 
ERR 


the matter of his Promiſes that are 
exceeding great and precious, and 

the fulfilling them above all that . 
we can ask or think. God cannot 

repent or lie 5 his Counſels are unre- - 
tratable, from the Immutability of 

his Nature; his Promiſes are 1nfal- 


in their appointed Courſes 3 nay, 


Heaven and Earth fhall paſs away; bat 
not a tittle af his Promiſes, andzour 
net Hopes 
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Hopes be unfulfilled.” If the Frame 


of Nature were diflolved, it would 


| benolofs to God, who is glorious ſh; 
- - and blefled mchis own PerfeQions : fy 


but if bis Promiſes fail, the Honour 
of his Truth would be impair'd and 


blemiſh'd. The Pſalmiſt faith, Thoſe 


that know thy Name, will traft ins thee: 


Thoſe who know the Creature, its A 


Levity, Mutability and Mortality, 
will be diſcouragd from trufting in 


It:3; but thoſe who know the eter- 


nal Conſtancy of God inhis Nature 
and Promiſes, will ſecurely rely up- 
on' him. - | | 
Now the Promiſes, the Declara- 
tions of God's Love, without which 
'we cannot have any ſolid and fu- 
ſtaining Hope in our. Death, affure 
us af -God' receiving the ſeparate 
Spirits of his Children. There was a 
conſtant clearneſs, tho not in that 
degree of Light as fince the appea- 
rance of Chriſt, of the Happineſs of 
the-departed Saints, Dying Facob 
| breaks 
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breaks forth- with a lively Hope; 


us fhiow, . Fob ſays, Tho be kill me, gut © 
3: Will 1 rruft in him that is, for hill 
wr SAlmiphty Mercy in the next Stat,” - 


Y 


The Pſalmiſt expreſles. his 


'5 (Cornſel, and receive me into thy Glory. 
Aﬀer -the ſafe ws a him.thro 
z World of Troubles and Tempta» 
tons, he would bring him to Hea- 
ven,- a Place of. equal Purity and 
zlory, * David when he was in 
prefiing Peril, addrefſes to God, 1#- 
jo thy Hands 1 commend my Spirit, 


0 be preſerved as.a'precious Depo- 


dof Trith. His Affurance is built 
on God's Right and Title to him, 
Thox'haft- redeemed” me, and bis e+ 
verlaſtmp” Fidelity. . The Apoltle 


that if our earthly Honſe of this Taber+ 

waole be "diſſolved, we have a Building 

of God «ternal in the Heavens, And, 
p we 
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) Lord, 1 have waited for thy Salna. Gt 


ſpeaks with full affurance, We know , __ 


n 
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Thow wilt guide me. by thy viuL.13.24 
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itums thow buſt redeewwed me,O Lord = , 
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we are confident, T ſay, rather to be ab- 
ſent from the Body, and preſert will 
. the Lord, St. Peter encourage 
Chriſtians when furrounded with 
: FEt, 4.1- Death, to' commit their Souls to kiny: 
Wherefore let them that ſuffer accord 
'. ing to the Will of God, commit this 
keeping of their Souls to him in wel-d6 
ng, 45 unto a faithful Creator. -He er 
courageth them to-encounter Deatt 
in its moſt formidable Pomp, - by 
conſidering their Souls ſhall be ſafe 
for ever, upon the account of Gad! 
Right and Intereſt'in them, and hi; 
Fidelity: he has an original Right 
10 them by the firſt Creation, - at 
they are intellectual immortal Spi- 
Tits in their Nature, but a neare 
| and more ſpecial Right by a neu 
and nobler Creation, as they are re 
newed' Spirits, made like-to him in 
_ bis Holineſs, the moſt-Divine Per: 
feftion. The Relaiion of. Creator 
implies his omnipotent Love; -and] 
the Attribute of Faithful, :bis-eter 
nall +: 


/ 
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There-can never: be the leaſt cauſe 
to charge him-with Iofincerity- or 
Inconſtancy. The Favour. of God Pal 5. 
is round. about the Righteons: 48-6 
Shield © And his Falthfulneſs is round Pal.39- 


by bout hire, thathe is always ready to 
4 perform his. Promiſe to'them.. They 


may-ſafely truſt'the Worth ' of: their 
Souls, and the: Weight of Eternity 


I with-hio, whothas ſaid, be willwe- 
_ ver leave them, nor  forſake then,” - '/ 


| Befides, the Promiſe of a Reward 


is to the obedient Children. of- God; 


is ſecur'd not only by his Fidelity, 
but the.declar'd Equity of his Prq- 
ceedingsin his final Judgments. .- Tis 
a Regality inveſted. in the Crown 


© of Heaven to diſpenſe Rewards ; | 
# Whoever comes 19, God, muſt: believenc\, 11. 6: 
8 that:beds, and that be is « Rewarder 
i of them-that diligently: ſeek bing. His 
ff Beiogr:and-; rewarding Bounty» are 
# the Foundations:of Religion. -*Tis 
ery 4rur;: ſuch is the-Diſtance between 
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. God and the 'Creature, and.thlr4- . 


ternal: Obligations of it 'to God! 
that it can challenge nothing from} 
God, "as due to its Merit. +. Juftice 
unqualified with Bounty and Cle- 
mency, owes nothing to the molt 
exceMlent Obedience of the Crea- 
tares though innocerit. But fince 
the 'Fall, our beſt Works are defe- 
Qiveand defiled, and want Pardon; 
and-our heavieſt Sufferings are but 
light 'in the Ballance, againſt the 
exceeding Weight of Glory.. But 
the Apoſtle tells the Theſlalonians, | . 
It is a —_— thing with God to:res| 
compenſe Tribulation tothem who tron-j 

ble you : and to you who are troubled, 
reſt with w. Conlider them in the 
Compariſon 3 *'Tis becoming his go- 
verning Juſtice to puniſh the uns} 
righteous Perſecutors, and reward 
his faithful Servants who ſuffer for 
his Glory. Now the preſent Life, 
is the Day for our Work, as out 
Saviour faith, I awnft do the-Work: of 


. bim 
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: bie that ſent me, while tis called to 


| faithful to the Death, and I will give 


{ great Day of univerſal | Recom- 


| righteous Judg will give a preſent Luke 20. 


i — 


Day : And at Death, the Spirit re- - 
turns to God that gave it, in order 
to Judgment, either fatal or favou- 
rable, according to the Tenor of 
Mens good Works, and the Deſert 
of their bad. The Promiſe is #0 Rom. 2: 
them, who by patient Gontinuance in 
well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and to- 
nour, and {mmortality, they fhall ob- 
tain eternal Life. Our Saviour ens 
courages his ſuffering Servants, Be 


Jon the Crown of Life. The coms 
pleat Reward 1s: reſerved to the 


pences, when the Sons of God: by 
Regeneration, ſhall be the Sons of 
a glorious Reſurreftion. Butthe 


Reward at the end of the Day, to 35 
all that withunfaintiog Perſeverance 4% 
have performd his Work. Qur'Sa- 4 
viour tells:us, that all who wrought Mar. 20. 94 | 
in the Vineyard, receiy'd their-Re- 
wards 
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wards in the laif Hour of the Day « | 
The Parallel isinſtructive;that when | 
the Night of Death comes, the Re- | 
ward will be difpensd. There is a | 


. - Law recorded concerning the pay- | 


ing Wages to thoſe who were hird, 
that it. ſhould be in the end of the 
Day 3 that it ſhould not be detaind 


* ll Night with thee until the Morning. 
The- Allufton is very congruous, 


' . our. Faith is 1mmediately attended | 
avithihe Salvation of the Soul: The | 


that God will fulfil his own Law to 
his Sons. that ferve him. ' The Re- 
ward ſhall not abide with him the 
long dark . Interval, . the Night, 
wherein their Bodies fleep in the 
Grave, till the Morning of the Re» 


furreFion. -Our Saviour promiſed | 
the dying Penitent; To day ſhalt thou 


be with me in Paradiſe, The End of 


Labour of Faith being finiſh'd, is 
produftive of the beatifick Vifion 


': 1n the State of Light and Glory. 


| The Sum is, That the Children of 


God; 
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God, who have by conſtant Conver- 
ſation fincerely - endeavoured to 


Z pleaſe and glorify him, may with an 
y entire Reſignation: commit 'their 
{ Souls to his Hands, as if an Angel 


were ſent from Heaven to them in 
their dying Agonies, with the com- 
fortable Meſſage, that they ſhould 
preſently be with God. | 

3. The Divine Power, in Con- 
jun&ion with Love and Truth, is 


{ the Foundation -of our ſecure De- 
| pendance' upon God in our laſt 
{ Hours. This Conſideration is ab- 


ſolutely neceſlary for our ſure Truſt: 
For Love without Power is 1n- 


y cffeRual, and Power without Love 


of no comfortable Advantage to us. 
The Apoſtle gives this reaſon of his 


| chearful and couragious Sufferings 
| 1n the Service of God, For I know 


in whom 1 have believed, and ans per- 
ſwaded he is able to keep what I have 
committed to him, till that Day. His 
Faith reſpeCted the Promiſes of God 

D col» 
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concerning his Salvation, which are | 
infinitely ſure, the Divine Power 
being alſufficient tg fulfil them, The | 
precjous Depoſitum that is commit» j 
ted to his dear Care, he can and |! 
will preſerve inviglate. The Father | 
of ſincere Believers, is the Lond 0 

Heauer aud Eartb,ywhoby bis Word, 
without the Jeaſt ſtrain of bis Paw: 
er, made the World, and preſerves 
it from falling inta Confuſion, 'Tis 
the Eſſence of Faizh, to aſſure us af 
God's Almighty Merey to all thay 
bave the true Charaters of hig1 
Children, that are qualified for his 
Salvation, Our Redeemer jains 
the two Relations of aur Father aud 
our God; the gracious and the glo-þ 
riqus Relatian are infeparable, Now 
the Love of ous heavenly Father 
engages the Power of our God, | 
_ that we ſhall want nothing to ſecure 
- *qur Happinef, that & within the 
Obj:& of Omnipotence. 
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1 Hall infiſt no further upon the 
Confideration of the Divine Pow- 
er, -becaufe it will feturn undef 
fome of the following Heads of 
Diſcourſe. : 


II, The Bleffedneſs of this Privi- 
lege i to be unfolded. This wiff 
appear by _— 

Firſt, Whatis the poſitumi,the 
Thing that is intruſted in God's 
Hands. 

: —_— What is implied in his 

kk. - 

It Anfiver:to the firſt $ 'Tis the 
Soul, the more excelfent and im- 
wortal Part of: Man, that is com- 
mended to God's keeping. - 

F. 'Tis our inore excelent Pars 
dries Nature and Capacity. | Man 
is'# compounded Creature, of a Bo- 

anda Sout: the Body in t#Ort- 
gina! and Refolution is Earth 5 the 
Soul is of s divine Deſcent, a fpirt- 
ICY and in the Nobitiey 
D z and 
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and PerfeQions of its Nature, but | 
a little lower than the Angels : 'tis the | 
vile Body, but the precious Soul, {| 
In its Capacity it incomparably Þ 
excels the Body; for the Body lives | 
and movesin the low Region of the | 
Senſes, that are common with the | 
Worms of the Earth; but.the Soul # 
in its Underſtanding and Defires, is 
capable of Communion with the | 
blefied God, of Grace and Glory. 
From hence it is, that the whole 
World can't make one Man happy 3 | 
for the Ingredients of true and com- | 
pleat "Happineſs are the Perfetion | 
and SatisfaGtion of the Soul. The 
Apoſtle tells us, The leſs is bleſſed of 
the greater. Can the World bring. 
Perfe&ion to Man, that is ſo incom- 
parably ſhort of his IinperfeCtion ? 
Our Saviour aſſures us, the Gain of | 
the whole World cannot recompenſe the | 
Loſs of one Soul. * There is a vaſt 
Circuit. in our Deſires, and all the 
Lines terminate in the Centre of 
Bleſled- 


Pi 


M6. Richard Baxter. 


Blefſedneſs. Can the World give 
ſincere Satisfaction to them ? -Solo- 
aor who was as rich and high as the 
World could make him, has left.an 
everlaſting Teſtimony of the Vanity 
of tranſient Things, from his expe- 
rimental Obſervation, and the Di- 
rection of the Holy Spirit : So he 


begins and ends his Sermon, Yarity x. x; 

of Vanities, all is Vanity; ſo vain. 12.8.” 
_ and vexing, that we ſhall not only 
be weary of them, but of this Life, pc, ;.1 


wherein we uſe them. Can the Crea- 
ture make us happy, when their 
Emptineſs, and Anguiſh annex'd to 
it, makes our Lives miſerable > The 
World cannot ſatisfy our narrow 
Senſes : The Eye is not ſatisfied with 
ſeeing, nor the Ear with hearing, much 
lels the - infinite Deſires of our ſu- 
preme - Faculties. Thoſe who are 
now inchanted with its Allure- 
ments,” within a little while will ſee 
through its falſe Colours. As when 
one awakes, all the pleaſant Scenes 
pare,” D 3 of 
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of Pabioy in his Dream vaniſh ; {9 
when the Sonl is awakened in the 
End of Life, the World and the Lufts 


thereof paſs away, and the remern- 


brance of them. 
- I ſhall add further z What RON | 
Evidence can-we have of the worth 
of the Soul, than from God's E- 
ſeem, the Creator of it > Now 
when God forefaw the Revolture- 


of our firſt Parent, that brought | 


bim under a double Death in one 
Sentence, temporal and eternal, and 
that all Mankind was deſperately 
loſt in him, then his compaſſionate 


 Counſels were concerning his Re-. 


covery : His Love and Wildom ac- 
corded to contrive the Means to ac- 
compliſh our Redemption, by the 


Death of his incarnate Son : We are | 


ot redeemed with Silver and Gold,but 
with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as 4 
Lamb without ſpot and bleneiſh. Of 
what yalue is a Soul in God's ac- 
count, that he bought with his es 

ons 
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Son's Blood, the tnoſt ſacred Treas 


ſure of Heaven? We may fay for oatima! 


the Honour of our Redeemer afid —_ te, 


our own, that which the Atigels ,,, :: 


cannot; we were fo valued by God ral. 103. 


himſelf, that his Son became Man, 
and died on the Croſs for the' Sal- 
vation of our;Souls. I ſhall onlj 
mention another Evidence and Ef- 
fe& of God's valuation of out Sonls, 
the eternal Weight of Glory,which ex- 
ceedsall the Thoughts of our Minds, 
and Deſires of our Hearts. What are 
all the Kingdoms and Pleaſures of 
the World, in compariſon of that 
Blefſednels God has prepar'd for thoſe 
who love him 2 Now the Soul that is 
tneſtimably precious, and ſhould be 
moſt dear'to us, is ſecured fron 
Danger, when received by God's 
Hands. | FU T4: 
23, The Soul 'is our immortal 
Part. The Body is compounded of 
jarring Principles, frail and mortal ; 
A Cafualty or Sickneſs dlolves the 
ec D 4 vital 


vales. 
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vital Union, and it falls to the Duſt. | 


But the Soul is a Spirit by Nature, | 


and immortal by its inherent Pro- 
perty. Its ſpiritual Operations per- 
formd without the miniſtry of the 
Senſes,” (the Eye of the Mind con- | 
templatesits Obje&s, when the Eyes | 
ofthe Body are closd) demonſtrate 


' Its ſpiritual Nature 2 for the Being 


is the Root of its working, and con- 
ſequently that it exiſts independent- 
Iy upon the Body : But of this we 
have the cleareſt aſſurance in the 


Scripture. Thisis another Demon- 


{tration that preſent _— cannot 
make us happy, for they forſake us 


. the firſt ſtep we-take into the next 


World, and then the Soul enters in- 
to Happineſs or Miſery equally eter- 
nal. The Immortality of the Sou], 
and the Immutability of its State, are 
inſeparable then z for the preſent 


Life is the time of our Work, the 


next is of Recompences according 
to our Works, If we die in the 
© Lord, 
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Lord, the Conſequence is infallible, 
we-ſhall live with him for ever: If 
we die in our Sins, we ſhall not be 
received by his merciful Hands, but . 
fall into his bottomleſs Diſpleafure. 
And of what concernment 1s it to 
have our Souls with God 1n that in- 
finite and incomprehenfible Dura- 
tion ? All the Meaſures of Time; 
Days and Weeks, Months and Years, 
_ Ages, are ſwallow'd up in that 
inviſible Depth, as the Rivers that 
pour into the Sea, are ſwallowed up 
withoutany overflowing of its Wa- 
* ters. The Dove that Noab let out of 
the Ark, as a Spy to diſcover whe- 
ther the Deluge was abated, found 
not a Place to reſt on;z. but after 
many Circuits in the Air, it return- 
ed to the Ark. If our Thoughts 
take wing, and multiply Millions of .- 
Millions of Ages, we cannot reſt in 
any Computation, for there remains 
after all an entire innumerable E- 
ternity, | m1 
«. b., Secondly, 


— 
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F- Sttondly, I will confidee more 
wag what i .contained- in 
chis bl Privuyege. —_ 


1, Entire Safety. 
. 2. Heavenly Felicity. - 

- '3: "Tis a certain Pledg| of the re+ 
yiving of the Body, and its reunion 
with the Soul in the State of Glory. 
; 2. Entire Saftty. After Death the 
ſeparate-Soul of a true Believer im- 
mediately paſſes through the airy 
and Ethereal Regions to the higheſt 
Heaven, the Temple of God, thena- 
tive Seat and Element of bleſſed Spi- 
- Fits. The Air is-poſſeſs d by Satan 
with his Confederate Arniy, 'who 
are Rebels to'God, and Enemies ta 
| the Souls of Meti : he. is tiled the 
Epheſ. 2, Prince of the Power of the Air ; He 
often raifes Storms ard Tempeſts, 
diſcharges Thnnder and Lightning, 
the wotal Efiects of; which tre fel 
inthe lower World. The —_— 

| Te t 
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the Strength, and the Malice of the 
evil Angels to the Souls of Men,ren- 
der them very terrible : We may 
covjeture at their Number, from 
what is related in the Goſpel, that « 
Legion poſſeſs d one Man. | They ate 
ſuperiour Spirits 'to Man, and tho 
ſtripp'd of their moral Excellencirs, 
Holineſs, Goodneſs and Truth, yet 
retain their natural: Power at leaſt 
in great'degrees, Their Malice isun+ 
quenehable. *Tis ſaid of the De+ 
vil, He goes about like a roaring Liow, 
ſeeking whom he may devour. All the 
Joy thoſe malignant Spirits are ca» 
pable of, is the involving the Souls 
of Men in their deſperate Calamity. 
And'tho:'they know their oppoſing 
God: will increaſe their Guilt a 

Torment, yet their Diligence is e- 
qual to their Malice, to ſeduce, per. 
vett and rain Souls for ever. Ngw 
when the Saints die, all the Powers 
of Darkneſs would, if poſſible, hin- 
derithe: afcenfion/ of their Souls or) 
X04 God. 
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God. What David complains of 
his cruel Enemies, 1s applicable in 
this caſe, Their Souls are among Li- 
o75; and if deſtitute of divine Pre- 
ſervation, the Danger would be 
the fame 3 as if a little Flock c 
Lambs were to encounter with a 
great number of fierce Lions, or fi- 
ery Dragons. Anger ſets an edg 
upon Power, and makes a Comba- 
tant but of equal Strength to over- 
come. How dangerous then would 
the Condition be of naked Souls, 
opposd by over-matching Enemies, 
zrmed with Rage againſt them ? 
How eafily would they hurry them 
to the Abyſi, the Den of Dragons, 
the- Priſon where loſt Souls are ſc- 
cerdto the Day of Judgment ? 

. - But all the Potentates of Hell are 
mfinitely inferiour to God: they 
are reſtrain'd and torturd by the 
Chains of his powerful Juſtice: a 
Legion of them could not enter in» 
to the Swine without his FORTY 
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much leſs can they touch the Apple 
of his Eye. That black Prince withall 
his infernal Hoſt cannot intercept 
one naked Soul from arriving at the 
Kingdom of Glory. Our Saviour 
aſſures us, None 3s able to pluck thee 


Chriſt our Head and Leader, having 
vanquiſh'd in his laſt Battel on the 
Croſs, Principalities and Powers, 
made his triumphant Aſcenfion to 
Glory : Thus his Members baving 
overcome their ſpiritual Enemies, 
ſhall by the ſame Almighty Power 
7 be carried through the Dominions 
*E of Satan, i» the ſight of their Enemies, 
(tormented with the remembrance 
of their loſt Happineſs, and envy 
that humane Souls ſhould partake of 
it) to the Place of God's glorious 
'E R 6 d . 
elidence. 

, I ſhall alſo obſerve, that as the 
: Lord is a God of Power, ſo heisa 
b: God of Order, and uſes ſubordinate 
n, 

b 


Means for the accompliſhment oa 
| | is 


out of his Father's Hands. The Lord "| 


——_ _ 
———— _p_— _ —_———— 
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Mat.18.10J0Ice ad the Converſion of 


oo Our m— orgiemabn 
hat the Angels tranſport the'fepa: 
rate Souls of the Rigincocs to Hea- 
ven: Thoſe gtorious Spirits, who 
always behold the Face of God,fuch 
is their exact Obedience to hwma; and 
perfe& Love to his Children, that 
they diſdain not to proteft his little 
onesin this open State. They e- 
Senners, at 
their firſt entrance into the Way of 
Life, and with tender watchfulneſF 
encompaſs them here, never with- 
drawing their proteting Preſence, 
vill they bring them to their celeſit- 
al Country, and refign their Charge 
to the Lord of Life. How fafe are 
the departed Saints, when convey & 
through Satan's Ferritories by the 
Royal Gyard of Angek that excel in 
firengthe En 
* 5. Heavenly Felicity, - 'Fhe re- 
ceiving of holy Souls mto God's 
Hands, is introduftive into his Pre- 
fence, which is both a Sanquary 

| to 


the Happineſs that reſults from the 
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te eure us from all Evil, and a 
Storehouſe to furniſh .us with all 
that is good. The Lord is a Sur ard 
4 Shield » he 1s.to intelleual Be- 
ings, what the Sun is to ſenſitive, 
communicates Light and Life, and 


Joy to them. 1: his Preſence is ful- Pal.16.11 = 


weſs of Joy, at. bis right Hand are 
Rivers of Pleaſure for ever. All that 
1s evil and aftlifting, is aboliſh'd : all 
that is defirable,. is canferr'd upon 
his Children. A glimpſe or re-: 
fleted Ray of his reconciled and 
favourable Countenance, even in 
this lawer World, . mfufes into the 
Hearts of his Children a Foy un- 
Speakable and gloriows 7 a taſte of the 
Divine Goodneſs here, cauſes a dif- 
reliſh of all the carna} Sweets, the 
dreggy Delights which natural Men 
fa greedily defire. And. if the faint 


Dawn be fo reviving and comforta- 


ble, what 'is the- Brightnek of the 
full: Day? None can underſtand 


full 
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fall and eternal fight of God's Face, 
and the fruition of - his Love, but 
thoſe who enjoy the .Preſence of 
God in perfetion. His: Goodneſs 
istruly infinite 3 the more the Saints 
above know it, and enjoy it, 'the 
more they efteem it, and delightiin 
it. . His compleat and communica- 
tive Love ſatisfies the immenſe De- 
fires of that innumerable Company 
of bleſſed Spirits that are before his 


- Throne : there is no Envy, no A- 


varice, no Ambition in that King- 
dom, where God 3s all in: all. 

The Divine Preſence is an ever- 
flowing Fountain of Felicity. The 
continualrefletionupon this, makes 
Heaven to be Heaven tothe Blefled : 
their Security 1s as valuable as their 
Felicity : they are above all danger 
of lofing it. Methinks the beliet of 
this ſhould cauſe us, as 1t were with 
Wings of Fire, with moſt ardent 
Deſires to fly to the Boſom of 
God, the alone Centre of our Souls, 

34 where 
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where we (hall reſt for ever. - 

- 3. The reception of the Soul in- 
to Heayen is a certain Pledg of the 
Reſurretion of rhe Body, and its 
re-union with the Soul in the State 
of Glory. The Covenant of God 
was made with the entire Perſons of 
Believers : therefore under the Law 


. the: ſacred Szal of it was in their 


Fleſh. To be the God of Promife 
to them, implies his being a blefſed 
Rewarder to therm. - Our Saviour 
filences the Sadduces, who disbe- 
hev'd the ReſurreQion, from the 
tenour of God's Covenant, [ am the 
God of Abraham, and Iſaac, and Ja-' 
cob; : which Title he was pleaſed to 
retain after their Death; Now God 
is not the God of th: Dead, but of the 
Living. The immediate Inference 
from thence 1s, that their Souls did 
actually live in Bleſſedneſs, and that 
their Bodies,” tho dead to Nature, 
were alive to God with reſpe& to 
his Promiſe and Power. ' If we .con- 
A}; E fider 
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ſider that the Divine Law bindsthe 
outward Man as well as the 19ward, 
and that during. the time of. /our 
Work:and Trial here, our Service. 
and *Sufferings for the Glory ;of 
God are from the concurrence of 
the: Soul and Body, it will ws {4 
that the Promiſe of the Reward be- 
longs to both, and that the receiving 
of the Soul into: Heaven, is an-ear- 
neſt of our full Redemption, even 
that of the Body. Tis true, - there 
il 1s no viſible Difference between the 
"= Bodies of the Saints: and of the 
j Wicked herez they are fick with 
the fame Diſeaſes, and die in the 
ſame manner. As 'tis with Trees 
in deep Winter, when they are co- 
vered with Snow, we cannot diſtin- 
guiſh which are abſolutely dead and 
deſtind to the Ax and Fire, -and 
which retain their Sip,| and will be 
fruitful and flourihing in the: xe- 
turning Year: ſo thedead Bodiesof 
the.Godly:and Ungodly,toextetinal: 
5 04 C ©. ape 
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- appearance, are alike: But what a' 
vaſ} difference will bebetweenthem 
in'the:next World ! The Bodies:of 
the Ungodly, in conjunttiott with 
their Souls,- ſhall be caſt inco the 
Lake of Firez' the Bodies of the 
Godly reſumed by their Souls; ſhall 
enjoy a'full and flouriſhing Rappt- 
neſs for ever. - 


The Application. 


f.' This may inform us of the con- 
trary States into: which dying: Per- 
fons* ifmmediately: paſs: The Chil- 
dren of God reſign their Spirits 'to 
the Hands of their gracious heaven- 
ly Father, but Rebels and Strangers 
to God, fall into the Hands of ares 
venging Judg. © Could we fee the 
attending Spirits that ſurround ſick 
Perfons in their taft Hours, what a 
wonderful [mpreffton woulditmake 
tpdh us'?7 A Guard ef glorious An- 
gelSeonvey the departed Saints: to 
Pu E 2 the 
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the Boſom of -God's Love, and the 
Kingdom of his Glory. But when the 
Wicked die,a Legion of Furiesſeize 
upon their expected Prey, and hur- 
ry them to the jnfernal Priſon, from | 
whence there is no redemption. 
How many Rebels and open E- 
nemies to God are in the Pale of the 
Chriſtian Church ? They will loud- 


ly repeat, Our Father which art in 


Heaven, notwithſtanding the impu- 
dent and palpable Atheiſm of their 
Lives : they live as if they werein- 
dependent, and not accountable to 
him who will judg the World without 
reſpe& of Perſons. The more ſtrict 
his Commendsare, the Contempt of 
them is more viſible. , Our Saviour's 
Prohibition is peremptory, I /ay u#- 
to you, Swear not at all : but how 
many make no more conſcience of 
Swearingthan they do of Speaking, 
and pour forth Oaths off all faſhions 
and ſizes. We are ſeverely forbid 
all degrees of Impurity, intheLook, 
| in 
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in Words, or in Wiſh; yet how 
many without refleionor remorſe, 
conitinue in the deepeſt Pollutions ! 
We are commanded to /ive ſoberly in 
this preſent World ; yet how many 
indulge their (winiſh Appetites, and 
debaſe themſelves even below the 
Beaſts that periſh. And as the ſenſu- 
al- Appetites are notoriouſly. pre- 
dominant in ſome, ſo the angry Ap- 
petite is tyrannous in others. Pride, 
Wrath, Revenge, poſlecſs the Breaſts 
of many :: How often for a ſlight, or 
but reputed Injury, they are fo fird 
with: Paſſion, that their hat Blood 
cannot be ſatisfied without the cold 
Blood: of their Enemies. In ſhort, 
many: hve in ſuch open defiance of 
the DivineLaw, as 1t there were no 
God to ſee-and puniſh their Sins, or 
as if they would make a.trial whe- 
ther he will be true to his Threat- 
ing, a revenge theic bold Impie- 
y are partly worſe than 


| Brutes ; for having an underſtand- 
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they fly from their Jud 


ing Faculty, a Principle of Reafon, 
they ſubmit it to Senſe: and'portly 
worſe than Devils ; for, as the De- 
vils, they rebel againſt God; and yet 
not, as they, tremble in their Re- 
bellion. Now when Death'is rea- 
dy with its cold Hands to cloſe their 
Eyes; and Conſcience awakes-out 
of its Slumber: what Horrors ſeize 
upon them ! ' They are ſtripp'd of 
their carnal Securities, the Creature 
cannot help them, and the Creator 
will not, They have been Enemies 
to that Love that made them and 
preſery'd them, and, notwithſtand- 
ing their violent Provocations, has 
ſpar'd them ſo long. They have 
rejected that infinitely condeſcend- 
ing and compaſſionate Love, that 
ſo tenderly befeech'd them tobe re- 
conciled to God, as if it were his 
Intereſt to ſave them; Whither will 
'- What 
can reſcue them from inſtant and ir- 
recoverable Miſcry ? Canthey _ 
tnhaFt 
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that; Mercy will be their Advocate? 
Their Condemnation isſorighteous, 
that Mercy cannot diſpenſe with it. 
'Tis @ fearful thing to fall. into... the 
Hands of the living God, who lives 
for. ever, and can.puniſh for ever. 
W ho knows the Power of bis Wrath? 
"Tis; boundleſs. beyond all- .our 
"Thoughts: and: Time, ..O take no- 
tice of, this with-Texror, all: yg, 1h4t 
forgeti God, leſt ke tear: you in piecer, 
axdithere be none. to.deliver !  ... , 

-; Ochers are not ſo viſibly diſabe- 
dient 4s notorious Sinners, but are 
as-really.. You may, ſee their PiQure 
in the diſobedient Son, mentipned 
by our Saviour urthe Golpel, who 


' when his Father commanded him to go 


work ju the Vineyard, anſwered, I ge, 
Sir, and went not, Tis true, they 
perform the external part of ſome 


Plal, $0, 


Matth. 21s | 


28, 30. 


Dues, . and abſtain from the groſs 


ads: of ſome Sins, but 'tis with an 


exception and a reſerve. A;Duty - 


that is. contrary to their carnal Ap- 
E 4 petues 
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_perites and Intereft, they will -not 
performz a Sin that bribes them 
with Profit or Pleaſure, a tempe- 
ramental Sin, they will not part 
with. Now any indulged habitual 

Luſt is #0t the Spot of God's Children, 
but denominates the Sinner.a Child 

of the Devil : for tho the Saints till 
they are deveſted of frail Fle(b, have 
their Allays, and cannot be exempt 
from the relicks of Sin; yet the Di-- 
vine Nature communicated to ther, 
is 'oppolite to every Sin, and# an 
aGtive Principle to ſubdue Sin, -- 

And from hence S. Fohr: tells us, 

He that is born of God, cannot fin, 

that 5s, deliberately and habitually : 

Such Sinners, tho in the Hour of 
Death they may addrefs with aJl 
the applying Titles, Orr Father, and 

pur God, ſhall ever be excluded from 

his facred and ſaving ProteQtion. © ' 
2. Let us ſeriouſly confider whe- 
ther' we are of this ſpiritual Proge- 
ny, the Children of God, not only 
in. 
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in Title, but in Reality. The Inqui- 
ry is of infinite moment z for all the 
Promifes and Privileges of the 
Goſpel are annex'd to this Sonſhip:: 
This ſecures us from the Wrath tv 
come, and entifles us to the eternal 
Inheritance z Fear no, little Flock, 


tis your Father's gooll Pleaſure to give Luke 12; 


you the Ringdow. This Inquiry is 
very - uſeful to calm and quierthe 
troubled Saints, and to awaken un- 


| regenerate Perſons out of their con 


fident Dream of their good State. 


Many fincere Chriſtiahs are infirite- 
| Iy concernd whether they are the 


Children- of God; ' of this' theit 
Tears and Fears pive abundant evi- 


dence. The reaſons of their Dotbrs © 


are partly the Jealouſy of their own 
peares red prag np beA, deceitfidl 
above all things, and moſt deceitful 
toa Man's ſelf; and partly from the 
conſequence of the Deceit » for _ 
knowing the ineftimable value of 

this Privilege, 10 be the Sons of _ 


——— 
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and that if they. are deceived in it, 
they are undone for ever, they are 
anxiouſly thoughtful about 1t,. But 
carnal 'Perſons who are not: ac- 
quainted with the Hypocriſy of 
their Hearts, nor duly underſtand 


the excellence of.the Privilege, eca- 


lily believe what they coldly deſire. 
And the great Decetver. of Souls is 
equally ſubtile to varniſh what. is e- 
vil. with the falſe colours of Good, 


and to conceal what is good under | 


the appearance of Evil. From hence 
it is, that many tender-ſpjrited 
Chriſtians are timorous, and full of 
NOUuet Agitations all their, Lives: 
and many who have but a ſhew and 
fair pretence 'of Religion,” are un- 
dilturbd and; hopeful, till, at, laſt 
they fall from their ſuppoſed Rea- 
ven and high Hopes, iato the Abyſs 
..,;This Trial .will, be moſt. clear 
and convincing. ;by. repreſenting 
from Scripture. the inſeparable Pro- 
Fig perties 
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perties and CharaQers of the Chi 
dren of God, that diſtinguiſh ther 
from all that are inthe State of un- 
renewed Nature.; i The Apoſtletells 
fincere Chriſtians, "The Spirit - it ſelf 
witneſſes with our Spirits, that we-art 
the Children of God. ' Here is a Cons 
ſent and: Agreement of thoſe: Wit- 
neſſes, in whom are all that is re- 


| —_— value to their Teſti- 
0 


mony. -: For the Spirit of God, ſuch 


| is his. unerring'” Knowledg , who 


Searches the deep things of God, and 
ſuck is the' abſolute: SanRity of his 
Nature, that he can neither deceive 
nor be deceived, ſo that his Teſti» 
mony is infinitely ſure, and of more 
worth-/'than the concurrent Feſtis 
mory of Heaven and Earth, of An- 
gels/and:Men, The other Witneſs 
1s the renewed Conſcience, that 1s 
acquaitited with the Aims and Af- 
feqtions- of the Heart, as the Apo- 
ſtle faith, 1Yho krows the things of 4 
Man;'' fave the Spirit of « —_ | 


A Fanterid-Sermin. in 


This Faculty refleAs upon our 
Actions, and the Principles of 
them: to this Faculty is referrd the 
deciſion of our ſpiritual State 3 If 


« Jon 3, our Hearts condemy ws 110t of any al 


lowed Sin, - ther have we:-Peace to- 
wards God. From the conſent. and 
agreement of theſe Witneſles, there 
is a bleſſed Aſſurance of our Evan: 
gelical Sonſbip, that overcames all 
our Fears. -- Now this Teſtimony 
i5rational and argumentatiye,: from | 
the diſcovery of thoſe Graces that 
conſtitute a Perſon the- Child” of 
God. I will: make the Inquiry 
' concerning the Grace of Faith and 
of Love, which are the vital Bands 
of our Union | with Chriſt; ; the 
principal Fruits of the ſandifying 
Spirit, and the Symptoms of Salva- 
tion. rey 
- -(8,) The Grace. of Faith; 1s ex- 


& 


Joh. 1. 12. preſs'd | in Scripture by recerving of 


Chriſt; this anſwers to God's offer. 
of him- to our acceptance, in . the 
| Goſpel. 
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Goſpel. It receives him entirely-in 
his "Perſon and Natures, as the in- 
carnate Son of God ; and in hisOf- 


k fice, as a Prince and Saviour, fo give ; 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, AG 5-31, 


This receiving Chrilt implies -an 
AR of, the Underſtanding and the 
Will ; the Underſtanding aflents 
to the Truth - of the Divine Reve. 
lation, that Chriſt crucified is an 
alſafticient Saviour ;. and the Will 
cloſes with the Terms of it, - 1hat he 
will ſave to the uttermoſt all that obey 
bim : From hence 1t' follows, that 
reliance-upon. him, | and a fincere 
reſolution to obey him, are nece(- 
frily . included. in faving Faith. 
This Scripture-Account diſtingui- 
ſhes between that ſubſtantial Faith 
that is/proper to the ele Children 
of God, and the Shadow of it in 
the Unregenerate z the one 1s the 
intimate and adive Principle of 
Obedience, the other is a dead A(- 
ſent without Efficacy, a mere Fane 
Ca 
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ca and Counterfeit of Faith. A- 


fincere Believer as fervently deſires 
to-be ſaved from the Dominion 
and Pollution of his Sins, - as from 
the Guilt and deadly Malignity : a 
carnal Man defires 'an Intereſt in 
Chriſt as a Saviour, that he may ſe- 
curely enjoy his Lufts. | 

-- The crafty and curſed Serpent 
deceives Men to their ruine, ' by 
citing Scripture, - and miſapplying 
it: The Promiſe is ſure, Whoever 
believes, ſhall be* ſavedz ' and he 
eaſily perſiwades them they are Be- 
levers. 'Tis ſtrange to aftoniſh- 
ment, that Men who have Reafon 
and Underſtanding, ſhould prefume 
in a high degree of the preſent Fa- 
your of God,and their future Hap- 
pineſs, as if they were his' deat 
Children, when their Enmity yp 
his 'holy Name and Will s evident 
kn their Actions. un CIEADITE 
. We ean never have too firth a 

dependance - oft God's Promiſe, 


— — 
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when we are qualified: for that De» 

ndance. . Come out from | 
them, and be. ye ſeparate,” ſaith. the 
Lord ; and: touch not. the unclean 


=— 


2 Car. 
17,10 . 


thing, and I will receive you, and will - 


be a Father to you, ſaith'the Lord Ak 
wighty. - Faith that :purifies the 
Heart and Converſation, inveſts us 
with this. bleſſed ' Privilege, and 
all - the  aving, Mercies' annexd 
tout, 577; - 

(2.) From the ſpiritual Relation 
between God and Believers, there 
naturally and neceſlarily reſults: a 
ſincere, dutifal, child-like Love to 
him, correſpondent -to bis benefi- 
cent and fatherly Love to them: 
This God indifpenſably. requires, 
and ſpecially delights 10.3 | Thou 10+ 


veſt Truth in the inward Parts,  Fi- 
hal: Obedience 1s io{Fparable from 
filial Love in its Reality ; For this. 
is the:Love of God, that we keep, kis: 
Commandments, Our Saviour. di- 
flinguilhes butveen fincere m—_—_ 
0 
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of him,- and pretended, that they 
© John 14. who love him keep his Commandments ; 

2H 24+ but they who love him not, keep not his 

| Commaniiments. : 

. TheObedience that ſprings from 
Love to God, is uniform,  reſpeRs 
all his Commands : for the two filj- 
al AﬀeCtions-an ardent Defire to || - 
pleaſe God in all things, and an in-  - 


genuous Fear of diſplealing-him in | - 
any thing, are inſeparably joined |} - 
- With our Love to him. © | 
Fhe Obedience that proceeds | | 
from Love, is free and voluntary, || - 
from Inclination as well as Duty. | 
How paſlionately does the holy || + 
Palmiſt expreſs his AﬀedGtion, , 
how I love thy Law ! In the Cove- | 
nant of Grace, God promiſes to | 
Heb. 8. 10. write his Law in the Hearts of bis 
Children : not only in their Minds || ' 
and Memories, but to endear itto | * 
their Aﬀe&ions, There is much 
difference between fſervile--'and || 4 
conſtrain'd Obedience, and: filial | * 
choſen | *- 
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choſen Obedience, -as between the 
Motion of a living Man from the 
-Soul, the inward Spring of Life, 
.and the Motion of an Image or 
Statue from forcible Weights and 
Wheels. Þ ET: T0Y 
From filia} Love -proceeds godly 
Sorrow, if at any time by Carelc(- 
neſs and Surprize;or an over-power- 
mg Temptation, his Children do 
, what is offenſive and odioys- in his 
fight. When they confider their 
unkind and unthankful Retyrns far 
his Mereies, they look to their Hea- 
venly Father with Grief and Shame, 
and down-upon+ themſelves with 
 Abhorrence and Indignation.'They 
are wounded 4p fting of that 
Expoſtulation, ye thus requite 
#he 0940 fooliſh People and un Ke 2 _ gots 
bs - he 'mot thy Father who bought 
#hee 2 | Us | 
- From filial Love proceeds a 
| "Zeal for his Glory; [f I he 
"Fathe, - where ir my Honour? A 
(9%, F Child 
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Pſal. 69. 


1 Joh.s.1. 


Child of God is dearly concer- 


ned that his Name be reveren- 
ced and magnified, his Laws be ob- 


ſerved, his Worſbip maintained, ||: 


that his Intereſt be advanced in 
the World, He has a burning 
Zeal againſt Sin and preſumptu- 


ous Sinners. The Prophet Elijah 


ſays, { have been jealows for the 


Lord of Hoſts : for the Children of 


Iſrael have forſakgye thy Covenant, 


and. throws down thine Altars. 
Thoſe who with an indifferent 
Eye fee the Cauſe, the Truth, 


the Intereſt of God depreſs'd in 
the World, do regounce the Title 
of his Children. | 
From the Relation to God as 
his Sons, proceeds a ſincere fer- 
vent Love to all the Saints, St. 
John infers, Every one that - loveth 
him that begat, loves him that is 
begotten, Grace 1s »-not leſs pow- 
erful- in . producing cordial 'mwti- 
tual AﬀeCtions. between. the Chil- 


4 


dren 
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dren of the ſame Heavenly Father, 
than the ſubordinate Endearments 


_ of Nature. Notwithſtanding the 


civil. DiſtinQion - between - them, 
ſome high and rich, others mean. 
and poor, yet there is a ſpiritual- 
Equality 3 the loweſt Saints re 
Princes of the Blood-Royal of 


Heaven. To hin that has waſbetyq ,. 


us from our Sins in his Blood, and 
made ws Kings and Prieſts to God, 
be Glory for ever. . Re; 
The. filial Relation to God in- 
clines and encourages all ſincere: 
Chriſtians to reſign themſelves, 'e- 
ven in their moſt afflicted Conditi- 
on,.. to the Wiſdom and-Will of 
God. Our Saviour meeckly yielded: 
up himſelf to his cruel Enemies, upsi 


on this Confideration, The Capwhich 5,1, 18.11 


my Father has gives me, ſhall I not* 
drink it 2 The Saints inimitation cf 
Chrift, and upon the ſame Ground,' 
entirely. reſign themſelves to the: 
Divine Diſpoſal ; for their Hea- 
F 2 venly 


— 


| A Funeral Sermon on 


Pal. 43. 


with Father loves them better than 
they can love themlclves. 

Finally, The filial . Relation 
to God is productive, as of live- 
Iy Hopes, fo of ardent Defires 
to be with him. Love make 
them. to eſteem Communien with 
him ang in his holy Ordigances, 
__— y of their Lives, -Fhe 

re Chin baniſh'd from the 
Talreacle, .breaks forth #n. his 
impatient Deſires, Whew froll [ 
cone 'and appear 'befort (od 2 that 
1s, tn the Place where he commu- 
nicates his Grace to thoſe that 
worſhip him. But our Father i 
it Heaven as his Throne, ' and 
moſt gloriouſly 'exhibics himſelf 
to. his Saints there. The Earth 
is the Element and Refidence of 


carnal Men, of” their Sonls as 


well 2s their Bodies : They de- 
ſire _— Inherit ance nay : bei ow 
105g) Jordan, and are content 

eaye the Heavenly | Canaan: 
tq 
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ro thoſe who like it; But thoſe: 
who' are born from above, deſire 
z0 be" eliffolved, that they may be: 
m their Father's Houſe, and his 
reviving Preſence for ever. 

3. Let us be perſwaded to pre- 
pare for the receprion of our Souls 


1 the next World, The preſent: 


Life is' a Paſſage to Eternity, and 
tis ſo ſhort and fading, ſo un- 
certain and hazardous, that "tis 
our: principal Wiſdorh without de- 
lay to Teeure bur Souls in the fi 
tare State. Our Saviour fays, 7 


mufl work the Work of kim that Jon g. 4c 


feat me. while it is Day c the Night 
cometh when no Man can work: 
Now is the accepted Time, now is 
fhe ' Day of Sahoation. Tis out 
indiſpenſable Duty and main -In- 
rereſt- now, fo. work out ow? own 
Selomtior with fear and trembling,” 
In the ſtate of Death there" is 


ati Tneapacity to do any thing i 


order 


# 
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order to- Salvation : There is no 
Work, nor Wiſdom in the Grave: 
and all the Offers of Salvation 
ceaſe for ever. The Sufferings of 
the Son of God. are not a Ran- 
ſom- for Sinners in- that State : 
He reconciled things in Earth and 
i» Heaven, but not things in Hell. 
The Golden 'Scepter is extended 
to none there, the Holy Spirit 
ſtrives with none, they are; with- 
out the Reſerves of Mercy. . The 
Guile of Sin remains in 'its full 
Obligation, the Pollution of Sin in 
- Its' deepeſt Die, and the Puniſh- 
ment of Sin in its Extremity for e- 
Ver. i 
. O what Polly is it, or rather 
Frenzy, not to provide for. our 
Souls in their greateſt Exigence | 
Common Reaſon inſtrutsus,know- 
ing. our own Weakneſs, to.commit 
our Treaſure to the Cuſtody of our 
Friends, which' we cannot Rhef> | 
53SY 4h. WIE 
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wiſe keep from our Enemies 3 eſpe- 
cially to ſuch a Friend as can 'and 


will preſerve it for our Uſeand Ad-- . 


vantage. The Soul is our Jewel 
above all Price, 'tis our Wiſdom to 
ſecure it out of all Danger : Let us 
therefore commit it to the ſafe and 
ſure Hands of our Heavenly Father, 
otherwiſe we cannot... preſerve it 
from the infernal Spirits, the Rob- 
bers and Murderers of Souls. 

The wiſe Preacher denounces a 


fearful Evil, Wo be to hins that is Eccl.4.16; 


alone when he falleth ; for he hath not 
another to help him np. Ta all the 
Senſes of falling, Death is the 
greateſt Fall : the High, the Ho- 
nourable, the Rich, fall from all 
their State 3 and Men of: all De- 
grees are forſaken of all their car- 
nal.Comforts and'Supports. If then 


the ſolitary Soul has 'not a God to © *- 
receive, ſupport-and comfort it, how. -** - 


wofal is its Condition-! Methinks 
194d... | - the 
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the Apprehenlion of this ſhould 
ſtrike a Terror ſo deep into the 
Hearts of Men, that they ſhauld be 
reſtleſs till they have fecurd a Re- 
treat for their departing Souls. 

For this end let us, according to 
the earneſt Advice of St. Peter, be 
diligent, that we may be found of 
wt in "Peace, without Spot aud hlame- 
Ci, | 

The Lord Jeſus is theanly Peace- 
maker of the rightequs and hol 
Gad to Sinners. The Judg of this 
World is flaming with Wrath, and 
terrible in Vengeance to. Sinners 
that appear before his Tribunal 
out of Chriſt, We ſhall. for ever 
be excluded from his hlefſed Com: 
munion , Without the Mediator 
reſtore us to his Fayour. Qur 
Reconciliation only js by Ae: 


Cl. 1. 20. deryption in his Blood, Tha Chas 
In. 53. ftiſewent of our "Peace was: npon 


He is the Lord onr . Righter 
onſneſs, 
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. byt the Angel after his coming/i- 
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oufreſs, by wliom' alone we lan 
ſtand* in' Judgtnent.” God war 78 
Chrift reconciling the Wo?ld +0 hims- 
ſelf.' There is'how at Atof Ob- 
livion offer'd'in. the Goſpet-to'vll 
that' come 70 Go by him." We 
have ſure Salvation in his Name : 

But: we 'mulft with conſenting 
Wills, cloſe with him as our Lord 
and Life. The firſt Gofpel! prezch'd 


to the World; declares, "There 
wks Born in the City of David" a 
Savior, Chriſt the 'Lord..' We 
mult not ſeparate between Chriſt 
the Saviour; and Chriſtthe Lord ; 
between his- _ and hisDo- 
minion. _ ay re- 
quires we thou 1g” reſign our ſelves 
to'his Son as 'our* King, nd rely 
pp n*Hfiirh 53$/6ur. Prieſt to atone 
$* Diſpleaſure. ' If we thus re- 
ceive him, He will reflore-us-to 
che? Exvout "arid Peace of God, 
eftWlithc rt an everlaſting Cove: 
mant: G How 


. : # 46s > 
—————_——_———_— = 
. 


A Funeral-Sermon on 


How tenderly and compaſiie- 
nately does the great God invite 
Sinners to re-enter into his Fa- 
vour, t0 acquaint our ſelves with 
him, and to be at peace! His Em- 
baſſadours in his Name, and in 
Chriſt's ſtead beſeech them to be re- 
conciled to God, But their per- 
verſe - Spirits would have God re- 
conciled to them, that they might 
beexempt from Puniſhment ; but 
are wnwilling to be reconciled to 
him, to part with their Luſts. In 
ſhort, reconciliation with God ne- 
ceſlarily infers defiance with Sin. 
Te that love the Lord hate Evil. If 
Men do not ceaſe their Rebellion, 
there is no ſhadow of hope to 
obtain the Divine Favour. 

Do ye provoke the Lord to Fea- 
loufie, are you ſtronger than he? 
Jealouſie is the moſt ſenſible and 
ſevere AﬀeQion. As 'tis with a 
Town taken by ſtorm, all - that 
are found in Arms are ag” 1 


her 
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Mercy cut off; ſo all that at 


Death are found with the weapons 


of anrighteouſuneſs, their unrepented 


unforſaken Sins about them, muſt 
expect Judgment without Mercy. 


Laſtly, Let the Children of 
God be encouraged with Peace 
and Joy to' commend their Souls 
| to him. Let rebellious Sinners 
tremble with deadly Fear upon 
the brink of Eternity ; bur let the 
Saints, with a lively Hope, enter 
into the Divine World. 

If Men poſleſs their Treaſure 
with Joy and Jealouſie, and guard 
it with vigilant Care, will not God 
preſerve his deareſt Treaſure, the 
Souls of his Children committed 
to his Truſt ? 

Can Love forfake, can Truth 
deceive, can Almighty Power fail? 
Will a Father, a heavenly Father, 
be without Bowels to his own 
OfE-ſpring 2 'No, he cannot deny 
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himſelf : he is readieſt tq relieve, 
when they are in diſtreſs. _ 
Qld Simeon is a leading Exams 


ple. to Believers:: after he had 


embraced Chriſt in his Armes, 
how earneſtly did he deſire lis 
Diſſojution? Lord, now letigſt thou 


tb). . Servant depart in peace, for: 
mize eyes have ſeen thy Salvat on. 
St. Stephen in the mid(t of a ſhowr - 


of Stones, with a bleſſed. Tran- 


quillity, makes his dying. Pray-. 
er,. Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. 


If the Fears of hwmble g$ouls priſe. 


19.that hoyr, becauſe. they. have 
nat. the Conſpicuous marks of 
God's Children, the Graces of the 
Sparit in, that degree of Eminency, 
Ee Saints have had; - Let 
them conſider, there are difterent 
Ages.among the Children of God : 


ſame are ina {late of Infancy, and 


ity ;, others are. more Cony 


J 

firms ;;.but the relation,;is...the 

lame jn all 3nd! gives an jnierelt | 
Fai $ in 
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40 n his vothiſed Merey. The weak 
neſs of their Faith cannor fruſtfare 
God's faithfulneſs. 'Tis the Since 
rity, not the' Strength of Grace, 
that is requiſtte -to Salvation. If 
Faith be ſhaking 5 a Sruiſed reed, 
ed Bit kindling as the ſoaking 
flax, it ſhall be victorious: 

rhat''theſe- powerfull Comfotts 
my encourage dying Ohriſtjans 
ro eomimend their Sbuls with Ar- 
defity #trd Aſſurance to God, their 
Father, '#nd Felicity. | 


| F Live now finiſht my Dif- 
ootirſe-tipont the Text, and ſhall 
apply Hy felf to fpeak of 'the 6- 
cher- SubjeRt, the Reverend” Me. 
Hithard Baxter, that Excellent In- 
ſet! of Divitte Grace, to 're- 
of gu reſtore /f5 many revol- 
Sols 16-GodE out of the Er 

: obo Exemy* or in. the A- 
LaVbgtt gigs, tranſlate them 

fr h& Xing o— Darkneſs, ##- 
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to the Kingdom of his dear Son. | 
am ſenſible, that in ſpeaking of 
him I ſhall be under a double 
Diſadvantage : For thoſe who per- 
fetly knew him, will be apt to 
think my Account of him to be 
ſhort and defeQtive, an imperfect 
Shadow. of his reſplendent Ver- 
tues: others who were unacquain» 
ted with hisextraordinary Worth, 
will from Ignorance or Envy be in- 
clin'd to think his juſt Praiſes to be 
undue and exceſſive. Indeed. if 
Love could make me eloquent, I 
ſhould uſe all the moſt lively and 
graceful Colours of Language to a- 
dorn his Memory : but this Con- 
ſideration relieves me in: the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of my Diſability, that 
a plain Narrative of what Mr. 
Baxter was, and did, will bee a 
moſt noble Elogy : and that his 
ſubſtantial Piety no more : needs 
artificial Oratory to ſet it; off, 
than refined Gold wants Paint - 
Wy ro 
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to add Luſtre and Value w 


It.; of 2.4 

I ſhall not ſpeak of his Paren- 
tage, 'and his firſt Years: but I 
muſt not omit a Teſtimony I re- 
ceiy'd concerning his early Piety. 
His Father faid with Tears of Joy 
to'a Friend, my Son Richard 1 
hope: | was ſanRified from the 
Womb : for when” he was a little 
Boy. in Coats, if he heard: other 
Children in play ſpeak. profane 
Words, he would reprove them 
to:/the- Wonder' .of thoſe that 
heard him. | | 

He:i had not- the Advantage of 
Acadetnical Education : but by 
the Divine Bleſſing upon his rare 
Dexterity and Diligence, his Sa- 
cred Knowledge was in that-De- 
gres 'of Eminence, as few in the 
Univerſity ever arrive to. Not 


Jong: after his Entrance into the | 


Miniſtry the Civil War began, 
and: the Times -raind Blood f@ 


G 4 long; 


+ Fulieral-Servion 6: 


Jongg till the: hnguithing Statecof 
the* Kingdom, was almoſt deſpr- 
rats.ind:' inourkble. : How at he 
was; concery'd: as 2/Chaphinz in 
tha Parliament's. Army; he .has 
. publiſht an Account, and the rew- 
fobs'of /it. i rr bit ts: & 

| Aer) the. Warz:he wadfxrer 
Aaderminfter.- There his Miniſtry 
byiithe Divine:Influence,: was of 
 adoairbble. Efladacy. -: The Harveſt 


:the Seed. that was. Gow. | 


9d.) Dory his'doming; the Place 
was bkeia Pioceiof dry and[bare 

ren Earth, onely Ignorarice' and 
Profancnels: as Natives of:the: Soil 
werg; fite ;among};thein-4:iburby 
the Bid{hng:; of: (Heal/tn upod this 
Eabatir and-Cultivating, thewFatt 
of; Parkdiſe appear'd there lic uall 
&hediruis:of RighteouſneſsoMany 
FTctranſlbredirom. chefnnatpdy 
JitectNatwre; to theta 

znd many Weteadvancid whli 

6 gxves: -ofHolincts:/ The bt] 
<0! 1 D chang 
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changd to gbod,. and. the good to 
bettes.// Converfion 15 the Excel-+ 
lhe Work of Divine. Grace :. the 
Effictey::of the Means is from the 
Supreme Mover. But God ufual- 
ly miakes thoſe Miniſters ſucceſs- 
full in:thar Blefſed Work, whoſe 
principal[/Defign and Delight is to 
glorifia:him in the faving of Souls, 
This Was the reigning Aﬀ/ection im 
his Heart's and he was extraor- 
A qualified to obtain his 
d y . # 


| -. His Prayers were at Effufion of. 
the' molt lively melting Exprefii- 
ons, and:his: intimate ardent : Af- 
fections:'to God'; from the '«- 


| bonduyca' "of bis Heart his Lips 


fpaks. '\/Kis Soul took Wing for 


Heavenz: and 'rapt up the Souls of 


others with flim.: Never did I:fee 
or: hear: 2) holy, Minifter | addrefs 
kimfelb ro: Gad with more Reve-: 
tence and 'Humility; with reſpect 
bo-his\ glorious Greatneſs; —_ 
1\ Wit 
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with more Zeal and Fervency cor- 
reſpondent to the infinite M@ment 
of his raqueſts ; nor with'more Fi 


lial Aﬀence in the Divine Mercy. 


In his Sermons there was a 
rare Union of Arguments and Mo- 


tives 'to convince the Mind and 


g4in the Heart : All the Fountains 
of Reaſon and Perſwaſion were 
open to his diſcerning Eye. There 
was no: reſiſting the Force of his 
Difcourſes without ' denying Rea» 
fon and Divine Revelation. He 
had a marvellous Felicity and Co- 
piouſneſs in ſpeaking. There was 
2 noble Negligence: in his: Stile: 
far his - great : Mind could not 
ſtoop to. the affected Eloquence 
of Words : he deſpisd flaſhy Qra- 
tory : but 'his Expreſſions were 
clear and powerful, ſo convincing 
the Underſtanding, ſa entring in- 
to the Soul, ſo engaging the Af- 
fetions, that thoſe were as deaf 
as Adders, who were not (harm fo 
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by ſo wiſe a Charmer. He was a- 
nimated with the Holy Spirit, and 
breath'd Celeſtial Fire, to inſpire 


Heat and Life into dead Sinners, 


and to melt the obdurate in their 
frozen Tombs. Methinks I ſtill 


hear. him ſpeak thoſe powerfull 


Words: 4 Wretch that is condemn d 


His Ser- 


fo dy to Morrow cannot forget it ; "= be- 


fore the 


And yet poor Sinners, that con Houle of 
tinually are uncertain to live an Commons 
Hour, and certain ſpeedily to ſee *5* 


the Majeſty of the Lord to their 
unconcervable Foy or Terror, as 
ſure as they now live on Earth, 
can forget theſe things for which 
they have their memory : and 


which one would think ſhould 


drown. the matters of this World, 
as the report. of a Canon does a 
Whiſper, or as the Sun obſcures 
the | peoreſt Glo -worm, O wmon- 


derfull ftupidity of an unrenewed 


Soul / O : wonderfull folly and di- 
ferattedneſs of the ungodly ! That 


ever 


Dm 


| ever Men can forget, 1 jay. again, 
that they can: forget, Eternal: joy, 
Eternal Woe, and the ' Eternal 


wal ' runchangeable Abodes , when 
they [tand even at the door; and 
there is but the thin 'Yail' of 
. Fleſh ns them and. that. a- 
mats ht, that Eternal: galph; 
| and. : Lay daily. dying <7 
WY, IEDILOTS 
-;Befides, his wonderfull diligence 
1: Catecliizing the particular. Faa 
muilics under his Charge, -was'ex= 
cecediflg uſefull to plant: Religion 
in.them. Perſonal inſtruction, and 
application:ok:Divine Truths, has 
at cKcellent. adhamage. and: effi 
cacy, to.inknuate and infuſe:Reli= 
gion. into the Minds and Hearts 
of Men, 'afid :by the Converſion 
of.Perents and Maſters.toorefords 
whole Familics+ that ard under: 
theit. immediate-direftion and goe. 


ders 
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Gadg and the place of their Erer» | 
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verdiment;.: While he: wis.atXev 


huoek Mar . 
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derminfter he wrote and publiſhe 


' that accompliſh Model of- an Es 


vangelical Miniſter, ſtyled G:i/das 
Sadyianyus, or the Reform'd Paſtor : 


| In that book, he clears beyond all 


cavil, That the Duty of Miniſlers 
is not: confin d to their Study.and 
the, Pulpit, but that they thould 
make uſe of opportunities to'in- 
ſiry&t Families within their Care; 
as.tis ſaid by the Apoſtle, that he 
had kept back nothing from: his 
Hearers that was profitable, . but 
had taught them publickly, aud 
from houſe to houſe. The Idea of 
2 fajthfull Miniſter delineated in 
that book, was a Copy taken from 
the Lite, from his own zealous 
Example. His unwearied induſtry 
to do. good to his Flock, was an- 
{wer'd by Correſpondent Love and 
Thankfulneſs. He was an Angel 
in their Eſteem. He would often 
ſpeak: with great Complacence of 
their dear Atteftions : and s little 
TRL betore 
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before his Death, ſaid, He believd 
they- were more Expreſſive of 


ſtian Converts were to the Apo- 
ſftle Paul, by what appears in 
his Writings. 

While he remain'd at Feder- 
minſter, his Illuſtrious Worth was 
not ſhaded in a Corner, but dif- 
persd its Beams and Influence 
round rhe Countrey. By his Coun- 


m Worceſterſhire, Epiſcopal, Pres- 
byterian and Congregational were 
united, that by their Studies, La- 
bours, and Advice, the Doctrine 
and Practiſe of Religion, the 
Truths and Holineſs of the Goſpel 
might be preſerved in all the Chur- 


This Aſſociation was of excellent 
uſe , the ends.of Church-govern- 
ment were obtain'd by it: and it 
was a leading Example to the Mi- 
niſters of - other Counties. Mr. 
Baxe 


- kindneſs to him, than the Chri- 


fel and Excitation , the Miniſters 


ches committed to their Charge. 
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Baxter was not above his Brethren 
Miniſters, by a Superiour Title, 
or any ſecular advantage, but by 
his divine endowments and ſepa- 
rate excellencies, his extraordina- 
ry wiſdom, zeal, and fidelity : he 
was the Soul of that Happy So- 
ciety. * | 
He continued among his beloved 
ple, till the year 1660, then 
e came to Loxdonu, A while after 
the King's Reſtoration, there were 
many Endeavours us'd in order to 
an Agreement between the Epiſco- 
pal and Presbyterian Miniſters. 
For thisend ſeveral of the Biſhops 
ele, and of the Miniſters, were 


call'd toattend the King at Wor- 


ceſter-Houſe : there was read to 
them 'a | Declaration , drawn up 
with great wiſdom and moderatt- 
on, by the Lord Chancellor the 
Earl of Clarendon. I ſhall onely 
obſerve that in reading the ſeveral 


parts of the Declaration, Dr. Mor- 


ley 
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ley was the principal manager of 
the Canference among theBithops, 


and Mr. Baxter amo the Mi- 


nifters: and one particular I can- 
not forget ;. it was defird. by the 
Miniſters, that the Biſhops ſhould 
exerciſe their Church Power with 


the counſel and conſent of Pref- 


byters. This limiting. of their 
Authority was ſo diſpleafing, that 
Dr. Cofins, then ele&t of Durham, 
faid, If your Majeſty grants this 

ou will Unbiſhop your Biſhops. 
br. Reynolds upon this. produced 


the Baok, entituled, The Portrai- | 


Aure of his Sacred Majefly m his 
Solitude and Sufferings, and ' read 


the following Paſſage : Not that 7 


am againſt the managing of this 
Preſidency and Authority in One 
Man by the joint Counſel and Con- 
ſent of many Presbyters: 1 have 
offer d to reſtore that, as a fit means 
t0 avoid thoſe Errors, Corruptions 
and Partialities, which are incident 
= to 
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to any One Man : alſo to avoid Ty- 
ramy, which becomes no Chriſtians, 
| /eaſt of all Church-men. Beſides, 
it will be a means to take away 
| rhat burthen and odium of affairs, 
| | which may lie too heavy on one 
Man's ſhoulders, as intleed I think 
it. did formerly on the Biſhops here. 
, | The good Doctor thought, that 
- | the Judgment of the King's afflic- | 

ted and inquiring - Father would 
> | have been of great moment to 
incline him to that temperament : 
but: the-King preſently replied, 
At that 1s in that Book 7s not Goſpel. 
'My Lord Chancellor prudently 
moderated in that matter, that 
the. Biſhops, in weighty Cauſes, 
thouid -have the aſlittance- of the 
Presbyters. 

Mr.” Baxter conſidering the 
ſtate of our affairs in that time, 
was well pleaſed with rhat Decla- 
ration-: He was' of Calvir's mind, 
whe Judiciouſly obſerves ,2Uuporr 
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our Saviour's words, That he 
Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his An- 
gels, and they ſhall gather out of 
his Kingdom all things that offend : 
Qui ad extirpandum quicquid diſ- 
plicet ' prepoſtere feſtinant, ante- 
vertant Chriſti judicium, & erep- 
tum Angelis officium fibi temere 
aſurpant, They that make too 
much haſte to redreſs at once all 
things that are amiſs, anticipate 
the Judgment of Chriſt, and 
raſhly uſurp the Office of the An- 
gels. Beſides, that Declaration 
granted ſuch a freedom to Con- 
icientious Miniſters, that were un- 
ſatisfied as to the Old Conformity, 
that if it had been obſerved, it 
had prevented the dolefull Divi- 
ſion ſucceeded afterward. But 
when there was a motion made 
in the Houſe of Commons, that 
the Declaration might paſs - into 
an AR, it was oppos'd by one of 
the ' Secretarys of State , which 
was 


M6. Richard Baxter. 


was a ſufficient Indication of th 
King's averſeneſs to it. 
After the Declaration there were 
many Conferences at the Savoy 
between the Biſhops and ſome 
DodGtors of their Party, with Mr. 
Baxter and {ome other Miniſters, 
for an Agreement, - wherein . his 
Zeal for Peace was moſt conſpi- 
cuous : but all was in vain. © Of 
the Particulars that were debated; 
he has given an account 1n Print. 


Mr. Baxter, after his coming 
to London, during, the time of Li- 
berty, did not negle& that which 
was the principal Exerciſe of his 
Life, the preaching the Goſpel, 
being always ſenſible of his duty 
of ſaving Souls. He Preachr at 
St. Dinſtans on the Lord's-days in 
the. Afternoon. I remember one 
inſtance of his firm Faith in the 
Divine Providence, and his For- 
titude when he was engaged in 
| H 2 his 
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his Miniſtry there. The Church 
was Old, and the: People were 
apprehenſive of ſome danger in 
meeting in it: and while Mr.Bax- 
ter was Preaching, ſomething in 
the Steeple fell down,and the noiſe 
ſtruck ſuch a' terror into rhe Pe: - 
ple, they preſently, in a wild dif- 
order, run out of the Church : 
their eagerneſs to haſte away, put 
all into a rumult: Mr. Baxter, 
without viſible diſturbance, . fax 
down in the Pulpit : after rhe 
hurry was over, he reſuin'd his 
Diſcourſe, and ſau), to: compoſe 
their Minds ; We. are in the Ser- 
vice of God to' prepare our | ſelves, 
that we may: be fearleſs at the 
great noiſe of the diſſolving Warld, 
when the Heavens '(hall paſs; away, 
aud - the Elements, melt. in fervent 
heat-; the Earth alſo, and the 
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After the Church of St. Dun- 
flans was pull'd down in order to 
Irs re-building , he removed to 
Black: Fryars, 'and continued his 
preaching there to a vaſt Con- 
courſe of Hearers, till the fatal 
Bartholomew. 


Tn the Year 1661, a Parliament 
was call'd, wherein was paſt the 
Act of Uniformity, that expelld 
from their publick Places about 
two thouſand Miniſters.l will onely 
take notice concerning the Cauſes 
of that Proceeding , that the Old 
Clergy from Wrath and Revenge, 
and the young Gentry from their 
ſervile : Compliance with the 


 Court,cand their Diſtaſte of ſert- 
ous Rehgion, were very active to 
carry0ni.and compleat that Act. 
Thar. this is\no+ raſh Imputation 
uport the ruling Clergy. then is e- 
vadenr, not onely.from their Con- 
CuUr- 
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currence in paſling that Law, for 
Actions have a Language as con- 
vincing as that of Words, - but 
from Dr. Sheldon then Biſhop of 
London their great Leader.; who 
when the Lord Chamberlain Mar 
cheſter, told the King, while the 
Ac of Uniformity was under de- 
bare, that he was afraid the Terms 
of it were ſo rigid, that many of 
the Miniſters would not comply 
with it ; he replyed, 7 am a- 
fraid they will, This A was 
paſt after the King had engaged 
his Faith and Honour in his De- 
ciaration from Breda, to preſerve 
the Liberty of Conſcience inviolate, 
which promiſe open'd the way for 
his Reſtoration; and aſter the 
Royaliſts here, had given publick 
Aſſurance, thar all former Animo- 
ſities ſhould be buried, as Rubbiſh 


' under the Foundation of a Univer- 


ſal Concord, Mr. Baxter was in- 
volvd with ſo many Miniſters in 
oo 1 m0 
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this Calamity,who was their brigh- 
teſt Ornament, and the beſt De- 
fence of their righteous, though 
oppreſſed Cauſe: Two Obſervati- 
 ,ons he made upon that Att and 
our Ejection. 

The one was, that the Mini- 
.ſters were turned and kept out 
from the publick Exerciſe of their 
. Office, in that time of their Lives, 
that was moſt fit to be dedicated 
end employed for the Service and 
Glory of God, that is between 
thirty and ſixty Years, when their 
-1ntelletual and inſtrumental Fa- 
culties were in their Vigour. The 
other was in a Letter to me after 
the Death of ſeveral Biſhops who 
were concurrent -in paſling that 
AR, and expreſt no Sorrow for 
'it: his words were, for ought [ 
ſee, the Biſhops will own the turn- 


ing of us out, at the Tribunal of 


C hriſt, and thither we appeal, 
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Name of God was not onely taken 


After the Act of Uniformity had 
taken its effect, in the Ejection-of 
fo many Miniſters, there was 
ſometimes a Connivance at the 


private Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, 
' jJometime publick Indulgencegran- 


ted, and often a ſevere Profecuti-, 
on of them, as: the Popiſh- and 
Politick Intereſt of the Court ya- 
ried. When.there was Liberty, 


Mr. Baxter applyed himſelf to 


his delightful Work, to the great 
Advantage - of thoſe who enjoy- 
ed his Miniſtry. But the Church- 
Party oppos'd vehemently the Lt- 
berty that was granted. Indeed 
ſuch was their Fierceneſs,that 1f the 
Diflenting Miniſters bad been: as 
wiſe -as Serpents, and as innocent 
as Doves, they could nateſcape 


'their-.deep Cenſyres. The PuJpir 


repreſented trhem- as ſedirioufly 


- difafteted to the- State, 45S obſti- 


nate. \Schiſr:aticks, and. often. the 


it 


__ Mr; Richard Baxter. 


IOg 


— 


in-vain, but in violence, to autho- 
riſe their hard Speeches, and har- 
. der Actions againſt them. Some 
.drops of that Storm fell upon 


Mr. Baxter, who calmly ſubmit- 


ted. to their injurious dealings. I 
ſhall ſpeak of that afterward. 

In the Interval, between his De- 
privation and his Death, he wrote 
and publiſht the moſt of his Books, 
of which [-thall give ſome ac count. 

His; Books, ior their number 
and; variety of Matter in them, 
make a Library, They contain 
a Treaſure of Controverſial, Ca- 
-ſuiltical, Poſitive and Practical Di- 
vinity,., Of, them I ſhall relate 
the Words of one, - whoſe exact 
-Judgment,zjoynd with his Mode- 
.ration,. will [give a great value to 
his Teſtimony ; they are of -the 
very Reverend Dr. W:/kins, aſter- 
wards Biſhop of Cheſter : he aid 
that Mr. Baxter had cultyvated e- 
very Subject be haudled ; and if he 
CHOY | had 
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had lived in the Primitive Times, 
he had b:en one of the Fathers of 
the Church. I ſhall add what he 


faid with admiration of him ano- 


ther time, That. it was enough for 
one 472 to produce ſuch a terſon 
as Mr. Baxter. Indeed, he had 
ſuch an amp!.rude in his Thoughts, 
ſuch vivacity oi I nagination, and 
ſuch ſolidiry and d:prh of Judg- 
ment, as rarely meet together. 
H:s inquiring Mind was freed from 
the ſervile dejetion and bondage 
of an implicit Faith. He adher'd 
to the Scriptures as the perfe&t 
Rule of Faith, and ſearcht whe- 
ther -the Dotrines - received and 
taught were Conſonant to it. 
This is the duty of every Chri- 
ſtian according to his / capacity, 
eſpecially of Miniſters, - and the 
neceſlary means to open the Mind 
for Divine Knowledge, and for the 


advancement of the Truth. He | 


Publiſht ſeveral Books againſt the 
,, Papiſts 
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Papiſts with that clearneſs and 


107 


ſtrength, as will Confound, if not 
Convince them. He ſaid, he one- 


ſ ly defird Armies and Antiquity © 
againſt the Papiſts : Armies, be- 


cauſe of their bloody Religion ſo 
often exemplified in England, re- 
land, France and other Countries. 
However they may appear og the 
Stage, they are always the ſame 
perſons in the Tyring-room : their 
Religion binds them to extirpate 
Hereticks, and often over-rules the 
milder inclinations of their na- 
ture: Antiquity, becauſe they arc 
inveigled with a fond pretence to 
it, as if it were favourable to their 
Cauſe : but it has been. demon- 
ſtrated by many learned Prote- 
ſtants, that the Argument of An- 


_tiquity is directly againſt - the 


principal Do@triries of Popery, as 
that of the Supremacy, of 'Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, of Image-worſhip, 
and others. | - 

He 


_ 
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His Books He has wrote ſeveral excellent 
-nablenefs BOOKS againit th2 impudent Athe- 
Sk+ifim of this looſe Age. In them 
— Re- he- eſt abliſhes the fundamental 


ligion. 


Principle, upon which the whole 
Fabrick of Chriſtianity '1s built ; 
that after this ſhort uncertain life, 
there is a future ſlate of happineſs 
or miſery equally Eternal, and 
that Death is the laſt irrevocable 
ſtep into that unchangeable ſtate. 
From hence it follows by infalli- 
ble: Conſequence, that the reaſon- 
able Creature ſhould preier the in- 
rereſt:of the Soul before that of 
the:Body, and ſecure Eternal life. 
This being laid, he proves the 
Chriftian Reii fon to be the onely 
way of fallen-Man's being reſtor'd 
ro the favouriofiGod, and obtain- 
ing; a |bleſfed Immortality. ' This 
' Argument heimanages:with 
rhar' clearneſs and: ftrength;”>thart 
none: can refuſe aſlent- 'gnts; it; 


WRROUL denying © the . jofallible 


Princh- 
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Principles of Faith, and the evi- 
dent Principles of Nature. 
Re - alfo publiſhe ſome warm 
Diſcourſes, to Apologize for the 
Preaching of Diſlenting Miniſters; 
and to excite them to do their 
Duty. He did not think thar!'AQt 
of Uniformity could: difoblige 
them from the Exerciſe of their 
Office. 'Tis true, Magiſtrates are 
Titulat-Gods by-their Deputation 
and Vicegerency, but ſubordinare 
and accountable to God above. 
'Their Laws have no binding force 
upon the Conſcience, but from 
his. Command ; and if contrary 
to his Law, are to be diſobeyed. 
The Miniſters Conſecrated to the 
Service of God are under a moral 
perperual Obligation of Preaching 
the faving Truths'of the Golpel, 
as they .have opportunity. There 
needs: no. miraculous Teſtimony 
of their Commitlion from Heaven, 
ro authorize the doing their. ordi- 


naryPuty. In 


.Ito 
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In ſome points of modern Con- 
troverſie he judiciouſly choſe the 
middle way, and adviſed young Di- 
vines to follow it. His reverence of 


the Divine Purity, made him very 


ſhy and jealous of any DoGrine 
that ſezm'd to reflect a blemiſh and 
ſtain upon it. He was a clear af- 


| ferter of the ſoveraign Freeneſs, 


and infallible Efficacy of Divine 


Grace in the Converſion of Souls, 4 
In a Sermon reciting the Words of ' 


the Covenant of Grace, 7 wzll put 


my fear into their hearts, aud they | 


ſhall not depart from me ; he ob- 
ſerved the Tenor of it was, 1 
will, and you ſhall. Divine Grace 
makes the rebellious Will obedi- 
ent, but does not make the Will 
to be no Will. By the Illuminati- 
on of the Mind, the Will is in- 


clin'd to Obedience, according to . | 


the Words of our Saviour, Al that 
have heard and 'learn'd of the Father 


come to me, He preach'd that the 
| Death 
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Death of Chrift was certainly ef- 
feual-for all the Ele&t to make 
them partakers of Grace and Glo- 
ry,” and that it was fo far benefict- 
al fo all Men, that they are gor 


left in the ſame deſperate State 


with. the falien Angels, but are 
made capable of Salvation by the 


Grace of the Goſpel; not capa» 
ble as Efficients to convert them- 


ſelves, but as Subjeds to receive 
faving Grace. He did fo honour the 


_ fincerity of God, as entirely to 


believe his Will declared in his 
Word: he would not interpret the 


Promiſes of the Goſpel in a leſs 


gracious ſenſe than God intended 
them: Therefore if Men finally 
periſh, 'tis not for want of Mercy 
in God; nor Merits in Chriſt, but 
for their wiltull refuſing Salvati- 
QB. *r:.;; ; 
His Books of Practical Divinity: 


have been effeftual for more nu- 


merous .Converſions of Sinners :.to 
th Tens God, 
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God, than any printed in our 
rime : and while the Church re- 
mains on Earth, will be of con- 
tinual Efficacy to recover - loſt 
Souls.. There 1s a vigorous Pulſe 
in them that keeps the Reader a- 
wake and attentive. His Book of 
the Saints Everlaſting Reſt, was 
written by him when languiſhing 
in the ſuſpence of Life and Death, 
but has the Sigoatures of his holy 
and vigorous Mind. To allure our 
Deſires, he unvails the SanAuary 
above, and diſcovers the Glory and 
Joys of the Bleſſed in the Divine 
Preſence, by a Light ſo ftrong and 
hvely, that all the glittering Va- 
nities of this World vaniſh in-that 
Compariſon, and a ſincere Believer 
will deſpiſe them, as one-of mature 
Age does the Toys and Baubles of 


Children. To excite our fear he 


removes the Skreen, and makes 
the Everlaiting Fire of Hell--fo . 
viſible, and repreſents the''tor-! 
menting 


= 
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menting Paſſions .of the Damned 
in thoſe.dreadfull Colours, that if 
duly colfdered, would check and 
controul the unbridled licentious 
Appetites of the moſt ſenſual 
Wretches. 

His Call to the Unconverted ; 
how ſmall in bulk, but how pow- 
erfull in vertue? Truth ſpeaks in 
it with that authority and effica- 
cy, that it makes the Reader to lay 


his hand. upon his heart, and find 


he has a Soul and a Conſcience, 
though he lived before as if he 
had none. He told ſome friends, 
that ſix Brothers were Converted 
by reading that Call ; and that e- 
very Week he received Letters of 
ſome Converted by his Books. 
This he ſpake with moſt humble 
thankfulneſs, that God: was plea- 
ſed to uſe him as an inſtrument 
for the Salvation of Souls. 
He that was fo folicitous for the 
Salvation of others, was not neg- 
I ligent 
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ligent. of his own ; but as regular 
Love requires, his firſt Care was 
to prepare himſelf for Hven. In 
him the Vertues of the Contem- 
plative and Active Life were emi- 
nently united. His time was ſpent 
in Communion with God, and in 
Charity to Men. He lived above 
the ſ:nſible World, and in folitude 
and filence convers'd with God. 


+ The frequent and ſerious Medita- 


tion of Eternal things was the 
powerfull means to make his Heart 
holy and heavenly,and from thence 
his Converſation. His Life-was a 
practical Sermon, a drawing Ex- 
ample. There was an Air of Hu- 
mility and Sandtity in his morti- 
fied Countenance ; and his De- 
portment was becoming a Stran- 
ger upon Earth, and a Citizen of 
Heaven. | 
Though all Divine Graces, the 
fruit of the Spirit, were viſible in 
his Converſation, yet ſome were 
more eminent. - Hu- 


* I Richard Baxter. 
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Humility is to other Graces, as 
the Motgjng-Star 1s to the Sun, 


that goes before it, and follows. 


it in the Evening: Humility pre- 


pares us for the receiving of Grace, 


God gives Grace to the humble: and 
it follows the Exerciſe of Grace ; 
Not 1, fays the Apoſtle, but the 
Grace of God in me. In Mr. Bax- 
ter there was a rare Union of ſtib- 
lime Knowledge, and other ſpiri- 
tual Excellencies, with the loweſt 


opinion of himſelf, He wrote to one 
that ſent a Letter to him full. 


of Expreſſions of Honour and E- 
ſteem, Tou do admire one you do 
wot know ; Knowledge will cure your 
Error. The more we know God, the 
more reaſon we ſee to admire him ; 
- but our knowledge of the Crea- 
ture diſcovers its imperfections , 
and lefſens our eſteem. To the 
ſame perſon expreſſing his Vene- 
ration of him for his excellent 
Gifts and Graces, he replied with 

I 2 heat, 


——_—. th. 


| On FEES 


16 


A Funeral-Sermon 01 


heat, 7 have the remainders of 
pride in me, how dare you blow up 
the ſparks of it > He defir'd. ſome 
Miniſters, his choſen friends, to 
meet at his Houſe, and ſpend a 
day in Prayer for his direction in 
a matter of moment : before the 
Duty was begun, he ſaid, 7 have 
defir'd your aſſiſtance at this time, 
becauſe I believe God will. ſooner 
hear your Prayers than mine. He 
imitated St. Auſtin both in his Pe- 
nitential Confeſſions, and Retracta- 
tions. In conjunction with Hus- 
mility, he had great Candor for 
others. He could willingly bear 
with perſons of differing Senti- 
ments : he would not proſtitute his 
own judgment, nor raviſh anothers. 
He did not over-eſteem himſelf, 
nor under-vaJue others. He would 
give liberal Encomiums of many 
Conforming Divines. He was ſe- 
vere to himſelf, but candid in ex- 
culing the faults of others. Where- 

| as, 
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-as, the buſie Inquirer and Cenfurer 
of the faults of others, is uſually 
the eaſe NegleCter of his own. 
Self-denial and Contempt of 
the World were ſhining Graces in 
him. I never knew any perſon 
leſs indulgent to himſelf, and 
more inditterent to his Temporal 
intereſt, The offer of a Biſho- 
prick was no temptation to him : 
for his exalted Soul deſpiſed the 
Pleaſures and Profits which others 
ſo earneſtly deſire ; he valued not 
an empty Title upon his Tomb. 
His Patience was truly Chrifit- 
an. | God does often try his Chil- 
dren by Afﬀidtions, to exerciſe 
their Graces, to occaſion their 
Vidtory, and to entitle them to a 
triumphant Felicity, | 
This Saint was tried 'by man 
Afﬀiictions. We are very tender of 
our Reputation : his Name was 
obſcur'd under a Cloud of detrac- - 
tion, Many ſlanderous Darts were 
- i WM thrown 
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thrown at him. He was chargd 
with Schiſm and Sedition. He 
was accusd for his Paraphraſe up- 
on the New Teſtament, as guilty - 
of diſloyal Aſperſions upon the 
Government, and Condemn'd, un- 
heard, to a Priſon, where he re- 
main'd for ſome years. But he was 
ſo far from being moved at the 
unrighteous proſecution, that he 
Joytully faid to a conſtant friend, 
What could IT defire more of God, 
than after having ſervd him to my 
power , I ſhould now be called to 
ſuffer for him. One who had been 
a fierce Diſſenter, was afterward 
- rankled with an oppoſite heat, and 
very contumeliouſly in his Wri- 
tings reflected upon Mr. Baxter, 
who calmly endur'd his Contempt: 
and when the ſame perſon publiſht 
a learned Diſcourſe in Defence of 
Chriſtianity, Mr. Baxter faid, 7 
forgive him all for his Writing that 
Book. Indeed he was ſo much the 
- | | more 
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more ttuly honourable, as he was 
thought- worthy of the hatred of 
thoſe perſons. 
. *Tis true, the Cenfures and Re- 
proaches of others whom he e- 
ſteemed and loved, toucht him in 
the tender part. But he, with the 
great Apoſtle, counted it a ſmall 
' thing to be judg'd by Mens day. He 
was entire to his Conſcience, and 
| independent upon the opinion of 
others. But his Patience was more 
eminently tried by his continual 
pains and languiſhing. Martyrdom 
15 4 more caſte way of dying, when 
the Combat and the Victory are 
finiſht at once, than to dye by de- 
orees every day. His Complaints 
were frequent, but who ever heard 
an' unſubmiſſive word drop from 
his lips? He was not put out of 
his Patience, nor out of the poſſef- 
fion of himſelf. In his ſharp Pains, 
he faid, 7 have a rational Patience, 
and a' believing Patience, though 
. . fenſe would recoil. His 


Pi 
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His pacifick Spirit was a clear 
CharaQter of his being a Child of 
God. How ardently he endeavour'd 
to cement the breaches among us, 
which others'widen and keep open, 
is publickly known. He ſaid to a 
triend, [can as willingly be a Mar- 
ryr for Love, as for any Article of 


ment, that thoſe who agree in the 
ſubſtantial and great Points of the 
Reformed Religion, and are of dif- 
fering Sentiments onely in things 
not ſo clear, nor of that moment. 
as thoſe. wherein they conſent , 
ſhould ſtill be oppoſite Parties. 
Methinks the remembrance how 
our Divitions lately cxpos'd us to: 
our wartchiull Adverſary, and were 
almolt taral to the intereſt of Reli- 
g10a, jhould conciliate our Aﬀec- 
tions. - Our common danger and 
common dejiverance, ſhould, pre= 
pare.our Spirits-;!6r 4 fincete:and 
firm Union, When-our Sky, was. 


the Creed. "Tis ftrange to aſtonifh- - 
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ſo dark without a glimmering 
Horizon," then by a new dawning 
of God's wondertul Frovidence, a 
Deliverer appear'd, our gracious 
| Soveraign, who has the Honour 
of eſtabliſhing our Religion at 
home, and gives us hopes of re- 
ſtoring it abroad, in places from 
whence it has been 1ſo unrighre- 
ouſly and cruelly expelld. May 
the Union of his Proteſtant Sub- 
jets in religious things 1o deſir'd 
by wife and good Men, be accom- - 
pliſht by his princely Counfel and - 
Authority. Integrity with Chari- 
ty wonld remove thoſe things that 
have fo long difunited us. I re- 
turn from this Digrefſion. 

Love to the Souls of Men was 
the ' peculiar Character of Mr. 
Baxter's Spirit. ' In this he imita- 
ted and honoured our Saviour, ' 
who prayed, dyed, and lives for 
the Salvation of Sonls. All his 
' natural ' and ſypernaturalt Endow- 
/ | ments 
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ments were ſubſervient to this | © 
bleſſed End. It was his Meat and | ® 
Drink, the Life and Joy of his | fc 
Life to doe good to Souls. His | Þ 
Induſtry was almoſt incredible in | © 
his Studies: he had a ſenſitive na-- | 4 
ture deſirous of eaſe as others have, | !1 
and faint Faculties, yet ſuch was | 1! 
the continual Application of him-' | Þ 
ſelf to his great Work, as if the | 7 
Labour of one Day had ſupplyed 
ſtrength for another, a»d the wzl- 
lingneſs of the Spirit had ſupported 
the Weakneſs of the Fleſh. In his 
. uſual Converſation, his ſerious, 
frequent and delightfull Diſcourſe 
was of Divine things, to inflame 
his Friends with the Love of Hea- 
ven. He received with tender 
Compaſſion and'; condeſcending 
Kindneſs, the -meaneſt that came 
to'him for Councel and: Conſola- 
tion. He gave in one year a hun- 
dred Pounds. to buy Bibles: for the 
poor. He has in his Will pa 
T | O 
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of all that remains of his Eftate 
after the Legacies to his Kindred, 
for the benefit of the” Souls and 
Bodies of rhe Poor, He continu- 
ed to preach ſo long notwithſtan- 
ding his waſted layguiſhing Body, 


that the laſt time, he almoſt died 


in thePulpit. Ir would have been 
his joy to have been zransfigured 
in the Mount. 

Not long after his laſt Sermon, 
he felt the Approaches of Death, 
and was confin'd to his ſick Bed: 
Death reveals the Secrets of the 
Heart, then words are ſpoken with 
molt feeling and leaſt Afﬀedtation. 
This excellent Saint was the ſame 


| in his Life- and Death: his laſt 


Hours were ſpent in preparing 0- 
thers and himſelf ro appear before 
God. He ſaid ro his Friends that 
viſited him, 7ou come hither to 
learn to dye, I am not the onely 
Perſon that muſt go this way, I can 
aſſure you, that your whole Life be 

| | it 
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zt never ſo long is little enough to 
prepare for Death. Have a care 
of this vain deceitful World, and 
the Luſts of the Flejh: be ſure you 
chooſe God for your portion, Fea- 
ven for your home, God's Glory for 
your end, Fis word for your rule, 
and then you need never fear 
but we ſhall meet with Com- 
fort. 

- Never was a Sinner more hum- 
ble and debaſing himſelf, never was 
2 ſincere Believer more calm and 
comlortable. He acknowledged 
himſelf to be the vileſt Dunghil- 
worm (*twas his uſual Expreſlion) 
that ever went to Heaven. He 
admird the Divine Condeſcenfſton 
ro-us, Often ſaying, Lord what 15 
Man, what am I vile Worm to the 
great God > Many times he prayed, 
God - be merciful to me a Sinner, 
and blefled God, that that was left 
yport record in the Goſpel 'as an 
ajlectual Prayer. He ſaid, God 


my 
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may juſtly condemn me for the beſt 
Duty I ever did : and all my hopes 
are from the free Mercy of God in 
Chriſt, which he often prayed tor. 
After a ſlumber he wak'd and 
faid, 1 ſhall reſt from my Labour : 
a Miniſter then preſent faid, Aud 
your Works follow you : to whom 
he replyed, No Works, 7 will leave 


_ out Works, if God will grant me the 


other. When a Friend was comfort- 
iog him with the remembrance of 
the good many had received by his 
Preaching and Writings, he faid, 


T was but a Pen in God s hand, and . 


what praiſe is due to a Pen? - 

_ His refign'd Submiſſion to the 
Will of God in his ſharp Sickneſs, 
was eminent. When extremity of 


pain conſtraind him earneſtly to 
pray to God for his releaſe by 
Death, he would check himſelf; 
1t is not fit for me to preſcribe, 
and ſaid, when thou witt, what thou. 
wilt, how thox wilt. 


Be- 
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Being in great Anguiſh, he faid, 
O how unſearchable are his ways and 
bs paths paſt finding out | the rea- 
ches of his Providence we cannot fa- 
thom : and to his Friends, Do not 
' think the worſe of Religion for what 
you ſee me ſuffer. 

Being often ask'd by his Frierids, 
how it was with his inward Man, 
he replied, 7 2le/s God 7 have a 
well-grounded Aſſurance of my Eter- 
nal Happineſs, and great Peace and 
Comfort within; but it was his trou- 
ble he could not triumphantly ex- 
preſs it, by reaſon of his extreme 
pains. He ſaid, Fleſh muſt perith, 
and we muſt feel the periſhing of it : 
and that though his Fudgment ſub- 
mitted, yet ſenſe would ſtill make 
him groan. ET. 

Being asked by a Perſon of Qua- 
lity, whether he had not great 
Joy from his believing Apprehen- 
ſions of the inviſible State, he re- 
plied : What elſe think you Chri- 

| ſttanity 
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ftianity ſerves for > He ſaid, The 
Conſideration of the Deity in his 
Glory and Greatneſs was too high 
. for our Thoughts ; but the Confide- 
ration of the Son of God in our Nas 
ture, and of the Saints in Heaven, 
whom he knew and loved, did much 
ſweeten and familiarize Heaven to 
him. The deſcription of Heaven 
in the x2, to the Heb. and the 23. 
was moſt .comfortable to him : 
That he was going t6 the innumera- 
ble company of Angels, and to the 
general aſſembly and Church of the 
firſt-born, whoſe Names are written 
in Heaven; and to God the Fudge 
of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect; And to Feſus the 
Mediator of the new Covenant, and 
to the blood of ſprinkling that 
ſpeaks better things than the blood 
of Abel.. Thar Scripture, he 
faid, deſerved a thoufand thouſand 
. thoughts: He ſaid, O how comfor- 
table is that promiſe, Eye has not 
| ſeen, 
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ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath 
it entred*into the heart of Man to 
conceive the things God hath laid 
up for thoſe who love him. 

" At another time he ſaid, That he 
found great comfort and ſweetneſs in 
repeating the words of the Lord's 
Prayer, and was ſorry that ſome 
good people were prejudiced againſt 
the uſe of it ; for there were all ne- 
cefſary Petitions for Soul and Body 
contain'd in it. 

At other times he gave excel- 
lent Counſel to young Miniſters 
that viſited him, and earneſtly 
prayed to God to Bleſs their labours, 
and make them very ſucceſsful in 
Converting many Souls to Chriſt : 
And expreſsd great joy in the 
hopes that God would do a great 
deal of good by them ; and that 
they were of moderate peacefull 
Spirits. | 


He 
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| He - did often pray: that Gotl 
would be merciful! to this miſeru- 
ble adftrafled World: and that he 


would. preſerve his Church and in- 


tere/s bn 2. BOek 
He advis'd his Friehds to: fe- 
ware of benrpriretnh ash' Sin 
F- was likely ro rutne this ':Na- 
__ and faid,; 7 _ ——_— 

upainſt it, which I am afrai 

has tone Heels good. i 

Being as d:' whether he had 
alter'd his mind 'm Controverfal 
-Pvitits, hs faid,::Zhoſe that pleaſe 
may know my md: th my Writings : 
uid what he had done was not for 
-his 6um Repitation,' but the Oloty 
- I went to him with w very Wot- 
thy Ericrid, Mr. Murher of News- 
England, the duy before he died, 


6nd Healing: loins comforting 
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"Words to him, be reptyed, Zhave 


ſenſe, bat 1 hot potter, Timor peice. 
K T 


-ing\to your long-deſir'd home, he 
anſwer'd; .] believe, I believe. He 
-faid- to 'Mr.' Mather, 1 bleſs' God 
that you have accompliſht_ your bufi- 
-#a/s,,the Lord prolong your. Life. 
«2. He:expreſt.a great 'willingne6 
.t6\dye, and: during. his ;Sicknels, 
-when'the Queſtion was ask'd, how 
His joy was '»moft remarkable, 
'when:! in -his:pwn:: apprehenſions 
' Death was neareſt 2: and his) Spiri- 
-tual- Joy. at -Jehgth-was:. conſlum- 
-..; Thus -lived:4nd\dyed- that bleſ- 
ſed-Saint. | I'have without. any:ar- 
tificial Fiction of words, \giyen-a 
ſincere ſhort: Aecqunt of him; ; All 
.. our. Fears areibclow the juſt grief 
for ſuch anunyaluable Loſs.".It is 


| the. Camfor t-of his: Friends, that | 
bei60jaysableſſed Reward:n.Hea- 


"ver. and has left &. precious:Re- 
-  membrance-on-the Earth." -\..) 
. i! PS Now 


1 told him: you are now approach- | 


——_— 


— 


- Mr. Richard\ Baxter.'\ 137: 


#'s + 


him ſlowly and fafely to Heaven. 
I ſhall:conclude this; Account with : 


'Love for ever. 


POST SCRIPTF. 
Shall w_ two Dallages decla- 
ratory, the one - of; his: Humility, 

the other of: his Excellent Abilicies. 
He had ſuch an Abhorrence of him- 
ſelf for his Sins, that he faid to a Mi- 


niſter, 1 can more eaſily believe, that . 
| 2. a 


- 


» A———— 
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A FuneraÞ Serinon, &e 


Ged ig ne a, thaw [ can: for- 
gin *r. p way, being 
ig the Pulpit oo preach, be found js 
= had oteg fo io) ry "his Notes oi 
his Bible : he 4 to God-far his 
Aﬀittance, and "woke the firſt Text 
that occurr'd to his View in opening 
the Bible :. and: preactyd an Excelient 
Serraon for the Matter and Qrder of 
it ugon the Prigfthacd of Chritt.. Af- 
iS it he, was came, down, he enguir'd 
a Miniſter preſent, whether he'had 
not fir'd him, gf replyed, No; but 
with ſeveral others declard they 1 were 
exceedingly ſaricked with his Diſcourſe + 
he ſaid, It ws: necefſary to 'bave 4 
Body of Divinity in'ones, Head. 


BOOKS writ by William 
Bates, D. D. and ſald by 
B. Aylmer, | 


TE Harmony of the Divin® 

. © Attributes, in the Contre* 
tance and - of Mar's 
Redemption by the Lord Fefus 
Chrift :. Or Diſcourſes, wherein is 
ſhewed, how the Wiſdom Merey, 
Fuſtice, Holineſs, Power, and Truth 

' of God are glorified in that great 
and bleſſed Work, Jn Octavo. | 


Cenfiderations of the Exiſtence 
of Ged, and of the Immartality af 
the Sevl, \with the Recompence of 
the Future Stare, Ta which is 

. added the Divinity .of the Chri- 
ſtiaw. Religion, proued by the Pvi- 
| deme of: Hieaſor, gud Divine Rove- 
' lation, for the Curg of {uftdelity, 
the Fleflick Foil of the Times. 
Is Otavo. 
| a The 


The Soveraign and Final Hap- 
. Pineſs of Max, with the effedtual 
" Means to obrazy it, In Octayo. 

The Four Laft Ti bings, Death aud 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell, pra- 
ically confidered and applied, in 
ſeveral Diſcourſes. In Octayo, and 
Duodecime. 

The Danger of Proſperity diſcs: 
wed in ſeveral Sermons, upon 
i Prov. 1. 17. in Ocavo. | 
Y The great Duty of Reſignation in 
| Ti ames of Aftiction, &c. In QRtavo. 

A Funeral Sermon preached, #p- 
on the Death of the Reverend and 
Excellent Divine, -Dr. Thomas 
Manton, whe deceaſed Odober 18, 
1677. To which 5s added, the laſb 
publick Sermon Dr. Manton m_ 
ed. I» Octavo, 
© The Sure Trial of prightneſs, 1 
opened in ſeveral Sermons upax Pſa. |. 
18..v. 23, 4 Octavo, *'\ * 

A Deſcription. of the- Bleſſed 
4 lars and State of - the." Saints. a» 
deve, d- 4 


x 


. Gove, in a Diſcourſe on John 4:2. 
. Preached at the Funeral of Mr. 


Clarkſon. i 
The Way to the higheſt "> nY 


ox John 12. 26. Preached at the 


Db WS of Dr. Jacomb. 
The Speedy Coming of Chriſt to 
. Fudgggent, on Rev. 22. 12. Preachs 


ed at the Funeral of , Mr. Benj. 


| Aſhurſt: 


- 
La F : t * ff 4 » \ 
- 


The Bookſellers Advertiſement: 


THE Four Laſt Things, Death and 
Tudgment, Heaven and Hell, are Sub- 
jects of that great Importance, and ſonear- 
ly concerns all Perfons, that ſerious Dif- 
courſes publiſh'd upon them, deſerve the 
Readers beſt a—_— and Application. 
And that they may be of more difluſive 


and general Benefit, it will- be a proper 
Means, that (according to the Examples of 
ſome Pious Perſons) Books treating of thoſe 
- foletnn Arguments be given at Funerals, as el 
a Funeral-Legacy : When according to the  _ _- * 
obſervation of the wiſe Preacher, T. ws os EN 


&. 
rt, 
. = 
"oF Was . * 
$6. dotog WE 4 
: Ao "ey 
6a ade 4 


{ay tb Hewrt ther on Fraihy, and aftrhore 
receptive of Holy Counſels tb ptepare for 
their great Change from Time to Eternity, 

and would affect. their Minds with the pre- 
fehit Inftance .of Mortality, much better 
thats Wine, Sweetmeats, Gloves or Rings, 
or unprofitable Talk, as is too wiſual atflicti 


o 


_ Selemnrics, 


-. - All ſerious praRtical Books are-yroper tor 
. this Deſign, which may be of any Prize or 
Bigneſs: And if Bound in Black, with a 
Cypher of Mortality, will be very decent : 
And cope orga of = Life of the 
Deceaſed (if defired) may be Printed on a 
_ Leaf, or more, and Bound with t.- Seve- 
ral Books ſo Bound, may be ſeen at the 
Tinge Pigeon ugainſt the Royal Exchange 
in Cor »h . 


| 


